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Pamphlets, and Publications of 
the present day, are not unlike 
cross-buns, on Good Friday, sold 
hot from the press, and by the 
dozen, and as soon a?"^ buried iii^ 

oblivion. . ' 

■■.•.... . ■ \ 

I haye no doubt but the firsjt 
editiop of this work will very soon 
run through the first impression* 
A catching title is suf£ciept« 



vi PREFACE. 

Go then thou Child of truth, and 
Jiction! Go, where fortune calls 
thee! |)ass from hand to hand^ 
sometimes cherished, sometimes re* 
jected; — oJUa p ruisc dr and as of ten 
criticised ; — to day torn in pieces, to 
morrow sought after. — Go thou fa- 
vourite Child !— Go, and excite the 
€nvy of the Critics; and the. ran-- 
€Our and malicic of the Reviewers; 
who may perhaps seriously con- 
^mn thee to eternal oMivion !—^ 
Go, and revive the taste of our 
great men, whose studies are con* 
lined to T'fve Morning Herdtd, The 
^imes, and other daily productions. 
—Go, and animate the conversation 
of our modern fine ladies, whose 



\ 
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hours- are, !^«y<Mbe4 toi cardf, «ad 
the iny4tfirie8 ofjth&toHettei-^bi 
»ndfayQi4rth<e 9lum^beriioFoiiirmar» 

take yip s^>im hs}nomh\G Author^ 
stretch t^eit|$elv(e»Qn« cou:ch,slun>- 
\)er over the first page« and ffweair 

I 

jd^t tbe^ kn^iiage i& dulL tasteltsu 

HSkVf happy ?3ml\ I think inysclf 
as an Author, if this little work 
finds the way to the sopha of the 
beawtiful Duchewc of R— -^, to 
the levde of the cle^nt Sir Georgcr 
Fr*-H—! Should thetse events take 
ptlace^ my fortune is mad)e; their 
jMTiises will ensure: my success 



fci^**^ 
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amongst the ^ generality of thd 
fashionable \^^orld, who only judg^ 
of the merit of an Author, from 
the encomiums his work receives 
by the faishionable part of man-^ 
kind. No matter, if this little 
bagatelU becomes the pastime of 
her Grace's, or Lady Ellizabeth'^ 
favourite lapdog, who perhaps will 
amuse himself in destroying, in 
one short moment, the labour of 
many months. 

Would to heaven, that the works 
of many of our modern Authors, 
whose writings are at this time 
meant to inflame the minds of the 
lower class of men, with fanatical 
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idc^& of liberty, znd reform f (I wish, 
sincerely wish^ that the works of 
Authors of this description)^ may 
meet with a similar fate ! 

The rich no longer trample with 
impunity on their fellow creatures, 
and every insignificant lardling;who 
once looked with contempt on the 
woe-'Wom sons of misery, are now 
taught to think and act like men, 
alive to the feelings of humanity, 
and using the riches, which chance 
alone has given them, IK R£li£Vik6 
the wants of the poor and wretched/ 

1 

I remember to have heard a lady 
of great rank, as well known for 
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h^r i&l]pgM)ce €if iniiiuier», as she ia 
imv^^tAfiox het hjtimaaity,. reprove 

V 

9 per^Oa of high distinction^ proud 
of his titld^ poroiidi of hia rank and 
immense riches, who had set his 
iminQ :^ a m^icnption for the 
relief of the French. Emigrants:^ 
mhtn he refused to lead his assists- 
9iXxcfifois the relief of aman» who 
cldipijed the honour of being his 
re^tfttion^ and whose education and 
ftbilitied would not have disgraced 
ht$ noUce^ aod who has, no other 
eriingtQ hut tlat of pwerly^ to pre- 
v^tthift^zs^ insect^ this sum^ 
mer Jly, from affording his assist- 
ance toi a man^ who&e distresses 
haivoamcn JH» no c^itmsj no/i^lif 
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of Ms dttm, b%U fr^ ^vnforiie^i ttAd 
unavoidable accidents in life J^ - '' > ' 

ShosE'ld this gtieat tn^tt^ 'vrH^se 
fiarrow mind) find who&e ^rinei-^ 
|)»le8 ofavarke^^Pe ihe CcHnflidft 
topics of <^nv6iriaiion) by deui4j€ 
tn^t mth this piblkxtron, hid 

ihmk mil ptfbs^ he thi^rd iaiih 

f&mfse, wheft fee f^6»He€tt thM hi 

kat r4eiiifid MAftyappUtaiioi^sf^m 4 
idsPf^sieifda^vt^f^t^ he hds Uipasi 
trMitt£ised, ami «rift)Oti6i£dt}! 

',:■.■■• v.- ■ ■■ ' . • ■ . • •■ : ■ 

- < The most cdwii^ afi4 dcigette* 
Mite tim^ 4])f 'Gt^ce tad koMi^^ 
never <ktiuiit4«d ibe p&n of ' a 

L«K!iliu8» M^ mtlch M th^ abandon- 
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ed and degenerate times in which 
we lxv6. 



How are our manners changed 
since the time of our forefathers ? 
they never placed themselves at 
table/without preferring a petition, 
both before and after their meals ; 
at present, the very appearance of 
so unfashionable a duty would ruin 
the reputation of a fine gentleman ; 
in short, he would blush, that so 
vulgar an idea could ever enter 
his head* A fine gentleman never 
goes to church but to see and be 
seen^ believes all religion to be 
political^ and provided he is, what 
the world calls, an honeft mauM 
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thinks it of very little consequence, 
whether he is like Buonaparte, a 
Christian ! or a Mahometan ! 



Our fathers foolishly believed a 
religion coeval with the world— 
but their children, infinitely wiser, 
attempt to change these antidelu* 
vian ideas — they were seriously 
convincedofthe soul's immortality 
— ^but we have adopted a more 
gloriQus system, the adoption of 
rabbits and wpadcocks,* for our 

■ . ' ' ' 

* A system of philosophy broached by som^ 
French Philosophers, who have published some 
very extraordinary pamphlets ki support of this 
(loctrine* . La Souris Peyineresse» et xlair^ 
voyante. L'Histoire Philosophe. La Torlue 
PoUti(|ue. Le Perrpquet. Piitit M^icre^ &c. &(N 
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hothtrs ^sui^d sisters, and^ pretend 
that we are formed of no other 
substance. O/what a gldricms er^ 
is that in which we live ! to be ca- 
pable of making such' disco veries^ 
and what a shame to our ancestors, 
not to bave found out how very 
neaf ly they approach, arid are al* 
lied to the brute creation! How 
ungrateful, not to embrace a fa-^ 
irourite spomel for yvur rtlatunf 
In short, if every thing finishes 
with our existence, as Mxme philo^ 
sophers pretend there is no future 
State! why should we blush to ac- 
Jknowledge an •i^sUr for our sister, 
or a toad for our brother? This 
system may appear^ in the €yet 



of miny^iUiabsurdcuK] ndteiikius, 
yet OLOti/^rtthstanding^ it isperfectfy 
agreeable to tlaie heated in«8igiiia- 
ticms of those, who b^lievei iAm 
^reia no world aftpr this; and at 
pride ia the predooiinant passion 
of the human mind^ it might not 
Ik amiss to give the aniioal ere** 
tkui some titles of distinction/ as 
amongst us : your ladyship^ wotild 
sou^d welly when bestowed on an 
old tabby cAt^ who with the gravity 
of a sage, sits purring in the chim- 
ney cornet; ike atder of the bath 
would distinguish a^Xyimd a bior 
■night grawl digcorated with ths 
insigmin ^ th$ gmrUr^ 
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Maiiy of our fine laxlies piqus 
themselves on their knowledge of 
Lotie, Newton^ and Descartes^ and 
are proud to cite passages from 
these Authors ; I remember a lady 
of my acquaintance^ who would 
read Locke's Essay on Human Under^ 
standing, whilst she was preparing 
for a ball, or an assembly; and 
has frequently taken a dose of 
Newton, as she would syrrup of 
poppies^ to make her sleep. 

I remember once to have assist* 
ed at the toilette of a French 
v^oman of fashion, who, whilst she 
was making up her face, and black* 
ing her eyebrows, was turning 
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over the leaves of the sage Nicole, 
that famous moralist, and hum- 
ming a favourite tune from a new 
Opera, v 

V 

I once knew a petite maitresse^ 
an amiable elegante, who ordered 
a beautiful lapdog to be drown- 
ed, because it did not bark a la 
Framboise. As this lady had travell- 
ed, and made the tour of France, 
Germany, and Italy, and conse- 
quently preferred her own country 
to any one that she had ever seen* 
This lady once took the liberty to 
advise a German baroness, who was 
proud of her name, and proud of her 
seventy-two quarterings, to change 
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her\ name, which « was Karfanzelj. 
tQtKdrfnn^ which would render it 
toutrd^/Mt Franfpis\; Jor, my own: 
part, said she, I would de Germa-^ 
nizer, 'des Anglizer, et d^Italizer, 
every thing wliich smells of the 
Rhone, the Thames^ or the Po. 

TJie lives of our petit maitres, 
are. equally as: ipsignificant. They 
rise at twelve, dress, converse 
with a favourite valet de chambre, 
inform him of his losses at play, 
or his: good fortune; recount his 
intrigues:, perhaps with the mistress 
of his most intimate friend. After 
the opera, to St. James' Street, or 
Pall Mall, to supper ; cards and 
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dioe&il up the )H6urs >tiH ithtet in 

;tfae: morning; ihe ithen curias Ms 

;Ooachman for la drunken rascad^ 

■for not keeping his time; enters 

his lapartment ; his good dr bad ku- 

mour depends on his good or UL 

success at the gaming table ; he re- 

, tires to rest: Picard draw the cuf- 

^tkin^ j5ami,jLam J extinguish the 

ries.^ The vilet ide chaiiitire 

2appraac?bcs to fcnow lat wfcat hoiir 

he chooses to rise^ bat sleep has 

already overtaken him, and as it is 

-tbeiJti7»j ihfe will sleep till iroon. the 

-ne&tjdiELy. 

V 

Tlve- smecdotes, >I : rayvr presume 
^ oflfec to the .public, are riot ab- 
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6olute fictions, the characters may 
be traced from the highest rank 
in modern life, (and I am sorry to 
observe), from those in a middling 
station, where many husbands may 
be found, who may venture to 
make their appearance in the same 
rank, and on the same canvas, 
with the hero of my present work, 
and who think it an honour to ape 
the vices, and the extravagances 
of their superiors. 

To such then, I address these 
modern anecdotes, which, the Au- 
thor flatters himself, will be pro- 
ductive of some hints that may be 
useful to mankind. He has, for 
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^ome years, studied the instructive 
volume of nature's, works^ and 
oftentimes returns more instruct* 
ed in reading, with attention, a. 
chapter from the history of the 
humble cottager, than what he has 
gleaned from the gilded roof of 
pride and ambition. 

Mankind is nearly. the same that 
it was a century past^ y^t we are 
apt to fancy. that the age grows 
more vitiated every day. Alas! 
upon a strict survey of the present 
follies and vices, with those of our 
ancestors^ we find them nearly the 
same. 
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3£aniAuthor/therefoFe, by paint- 
ling the vices <of the age^ in such 
-glaring icolotirs^ that the likeness 
isCrrkes some individual or other, 
Ms intentions are fully answered. 

* 

I' ■■ 

The follies and absurdities that 

Addison and Steel characterized, 

in their elegant and well written 

'papersiof ^dle 4S)i>^i^i((7r and Tatler, 

.inay'SUfiRzr at this ititnetbe hsh df 

criticism; the fashions oF the era 

' in' which they wrote, have f re- 

: quently undergone a gresat variety 

^of changes since that period, yet 

:tbe follies and vices are stiU the 

■ 

same. 
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The Author of the^ aneodidites^ 
is desinous oftgivingisotiiefstriJui^^ 
tints of the^ beh&vioUr ofl some 
modern, bmbands^ whopni he. has^ 
at different periods of! his life, 
been acquainted <with«/ 

If. this. little work should chance 
to faU\into\ their hands^ he flatfjess 
himself, tbat:it will have the; efibct 
that the Author wishes^ of recall* 
ing them. to a proper sense of the 
duty theyr owe to their wives^ and 
to mankind in general. 

Attempts of this hind^ too often 
create derision^ in the minds of 
those, whose hearts, are not opeq 
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to those tender feelings, which do 
nonour to human nature ; to such 
then, I shall only answer in the 
words of a much admired writer. 
** The world in general," says he, 
** are selfish, interested, and unthink-- 
ing, and throw the imputation of 
romance 9 or melancholy, on every 
temper rnore susceptible than its own. 
I cannot think, but in those regi^ 
ons which I contemplate, if there 
is any thing of mortality about us, 
that these feelings will subsist, they 
are called — perhaps they are-* 
xveaknesses here — ^but there may be 
some modifications of them in 
Heaven, which may deserve the 
name of virtues/'' 
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I shall now conclude this long 
preface, which I flatter myself the 
reader has not found altogether 
uninteresting, and leave him to 
the perusal of anecdotes^ of sc»ne 
of the most fashionable personages 
in this metropolis. 

In the following pages, the 
reader will not meet with any 
supernatural events, and though 
p^rtly^ Jictioriy yet daily observa- 
tion will convince him, that every 
character bears a near resemblance 
to truth. 



The Author takes this opportunity to offer 
his grateful thanks, for the kind and friendly 
attention he has received, in the publication 
pf this Stniimenhd Trifie. 



" In mercy spart toe, wh^ I do my best, 
*'To Btakt as mtteh waate paper as the rdL 



»» 
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SENTIMENTAL TALE. 



TttE servant oT Lord Bartlam found a 
basket, one evening, at the door of his 
house, in Grosvenor Square, and upon 
examining the contents, an infant was heard 
to cry^ 



Tk xloM appeared to ibe buimwly 
i^oro, upon iu breaiat was a totter addressed 
ito ^ndur JDiatress, the f ending of whidi 
gxeatly;siKK:ked her. 
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^' This unfortunate infant is the fruit of 
^ the injuries that I have received from 
' your wicked husband; he has abandoned 
^ me to all the horrors of the most fright- 
' ful misery, at a time when I required the 
^ most humane assistance, at the time that 
' I was delivered of this innocent, this 
* helpless creature, who looks up to you 
' to save his life; let his innocence at- 
' tone for the misfortunes of his unhappy 
« mother ! " 



The gentle Harriet was affected, the tear 
of pity ran down her cheeks, whilst she 
dispatched one of her servants to procure 
necessaries for the helpless infant,and gave 
orders for every possible care to be taken 
of it. When Lord Bartlam returned, I 
have this morning received. a present, said 
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she to him^ it is a valuably mie mydear^ 
cominued she smHing, because I am in^ 
formed it is yours.?4-A present raadam^ 
I do not mmemben^-^Recollect yourself 
sln^^-Seriously my dear I /do not recoUecu 
— Read this lettcr.-rO, i bave.foi^otteQ 
that girl long since f^-^What, you > have 
abandoned her in her m^sei^y l— /I baveihad 
other affairs of the jahie nature: upon my 
hands.— And do you not intend to relieve 
her ?— ^Relieve her , madam, there would be 
no eiid of it.— - Wbat^ can you have ihe 
xruelty t)o suffer the mother and the child 
to periaJD?^^What>.wQulAyou have me dof 
— Huihanilty sir l-^iYou; take these things 
too seriously miMlam.'^B'ttl this unfoitu^ 
Date womaB« — tSbe U j of the lowest ieih 
traction, and consequently. born to suffen 
— ^Where docs she live?-^My servant can 
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tcllfoumaxlam; Ge6rge9give yoiir mistress 
ihe addfess of tbat wottan who bas teased 
ine imh > repeated letters which I have 
iieYer answered. — But cannot I prevail 
with fou to ^ve her something? — I will 
giire her five gidneas, cried he, in acareless 
indolent manner^ at the same time whistling 
k 4UBe.<-^ And the poor innocent child i«*-i 
wiil send it to the Foundling Hospital. 

Harriet took the address from the seri- 
v^t) add teft the room, greatly hoicked at 
bis jnhtimanity, and his want of feelings 
"and after giving^the infem to the cure of a 
nurse in whom ^e €o61d confide, she went 
-Ml t in aeardh ef the mother; but judge of 
Iter disappointment when she was informed^ 
4hat the person in whose hoiase she had 
4od^d, had quitted it diat vevy morning. 
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tnd no one knew vhere she was gtaej 
vexed at this accidoni vUch doptkt^ httt 
of the oceans of giving asiisUnce to tUl 
unfortunate creature^ who wa^ ia want of 
every comfort ki her disirested siiultiorts 
she' at length recoUected that the addfm 
might be in the letter which she ba4 vo- 
celved ; with eager haste she examined Ift 
again ; her tender feelings^ when she first 
read it| had prevented her fron observing 
ai«*^If there are joys on earth* they must 
be tbose which spring from doing good !*Tfr 
^fae immediately gave fresh onders to her 
jiervantt wko sooa found out the wretisbed 
mansion where this poor creature had takdi 
refuge. Upoft ariivtng ai Abe housei jshe 
fousui ife {unfortunaie writer of the. letMr 
tn a (miserable gurreL The amiable Harriot 
liad the precamioii lo bring tinm Mil 



O THE VIRTUOUS WIFS. 

clothes wkh her in the coach. As soon as 
her feelings would pel^init her to speak, she 
thus addressed hen i I am the person to 
whom you sem your child, and be assured 
that I will take the same care of it as if it 
was my own. I am come to offer you 
every attention which your wretched si- 
tuation requires. Your misfortunes have 
affected me, confide in me, and you will 
have no reason to repent your confidence. 
I will repair the evils which an unkind 
seducer has made you suffer. Charlotte, 
which was the name of this unhappy young 
woman, was so overcome with grief, that 
tears were the only answer she could give; 
she knew not whether to look upon Harriet 
as her benefactress, or in the light of an 
enraged wife, who came to satisfy her re- 
HKntment, by a feigned compassion. Lady 
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Bartlam did all in her power, by her 
caresses, and her friendly endearments, to 
convince her of the interest which ishe took 
in her misfortunes. She assisted her iii 
putting on the change of linen which sh<^ 
bad brought with her, and after carefully 
wrapping her in a warm blanket, her ser<- 
vant^gently* transported her into a thmt 
which was waiting below. She then libe- 
rally rewarded the people for their care of 
this unfortunate young woman; they re- 
ceived her liberality with tears of gratitude, 
and" prayed that heaven would reward her 
for the charity and compassion which she 
had shewn to the unhappy Charlotte. 
Harriet directed the chairman to the house 
of a midwife of reputation, and immediately 
followed in her carriage to be ready to 
receive her. She recommended her strongly 
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to th^ csure of tbk good wooodn) and am 
^qoTi »g n bed w^ prep^r^d she assUied 
iier to undcttfSf «nd g»ve her a rich cordial 
which she b»d brought with her for thdt 
purpose^ 99 she waa weak and faifU with 
the fatigue of reroovijig* She sat for some 
time on the bed adminiBt^ing comfort aod 
MDOolatii^n to her? and using every method 
to (^nvince her pf her friendship. 

Gbariotie looked at her with atteption* 
and when her tears would permit her she 
burit into exclamation of gratitude<*^M)r 
gusyrdian angel t My preserver! The kind 
.restorer of my life! Heaven, in compassion 
to my misfonuneat has sent you to my 
relief I What a happy change a lew hours 
have made ; this morning I was plunged in 
the abyss of misery, and now my heart 



e^erflowis with gmttffal ri|ie«ret My pr6^ 
tecting fttigel sure- mspirdi me with the 
happy thought of -setidmg t&f imidCefifi 
child to plead for its unfortunate mother! 
--^here 4n eflPttsioB of gratitude put ft ^op 
10 her speech. 

Oh Harrfeil what happifiess eoulfd equal 
the ft'elings of tiff ttemi m that moment! cm 
the plea^ing^effeclidn of gftring (ramport^ 
of gratitude to an unfortunate wrcC^fa^ 
whose soul was replete with admiration 

dffd adkdowledgemMtis^t 

.-.'■•■ 

Thie transickm fttMS exa^enttt |^ief iki 
joy Md bdppiy»s$5 miigbc have b^en «M6fMt- 
^ wifh iktdt cdtue^ttenee^ i$o Ohavkfte^ 
had n^ tke midwife (n^ifiied updn^ her 
difencel L^ Baif tibiHy after lEsMiriiiig ifer 
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in the mc^t friendly manner of her pro- 
tection, took her leave, with a promise of 
returning the next day. 

Lord Bartlam, the husband of Harriet, 
was an elegant fashionable man, bred up 
in the great world, proud of his person, 
proud of his rank and fortune, and proud of 
his superiour accomplishments ; bethought 
that no woman had the power to resist 
him. 

He saw Harriet at an election ball, and 
I 
admired her person and figure. She was 

the daughter of a gentleman of very small 
fortune, who had formerly been in the 
service of government, but had the misfor- 
tune to lose his place upon a change of 
the ministery; though this loss had affected 
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his manner of livings it did not hinder him 
from bestowing uncommon pains on her 
education. As she was too insignificant 
for Lord Bartlam to . think of in a serious 
light, for though he was deeply smitten 
with her beauty, he had not the least idea 
of addressing her in ati honours^ble way. . 
He made several attempts on her vlf tue^ 
but finding her superiour tp all his attacks, 
and that his batteries werie in vain; his 
pride was hurt, and as he was determined 
to possess her whatever price he paid, he 
made proposals to her father, who was 
blinded with the idea of seeing his daugh;- 
ter married to a man of Lord Bartlam^s 
rank and figure in the \!/orld, and tempted 
by the offer of a large settlement, he gave 
his consent, and they were soon aftef 
married. 
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. As long as the charm of norelty remain- 
ed his lordship treated her with all the 
respect that was due to her beauty and 
ber merk, but that cbarm once ceasing, her 
beauty began to fade in his eye, or she 
became totally indifferent to him, and was 
as much neglected as a piece of useless 
ftfrnkure that is no longer fashionabte ; in 
ibis disposition was Lord Bartlam in re- 
spect to the amiable Harriet, at the time 
of this event. 

What uncomfortable ideas mi3(St arise 
in a mind like hers, of the deplorable state 
i» which she had found this unfortunate 
Tictim of libertinism ; and that Lord Bart- 
lam was the author of the misery in which 
she had found the wretched Charlotte, 
added to the pangs she suffered. A man 
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of his rank and fortunef^ who ought to 
watch over the morab, the safety, and 
innocence of his fellow creatures, to dare 
to oppress die one, luid to corrupt the 
other. 

This was the husbaikl to whose boksted 
rank she had sacrificed herself, and whose 
affections she had strove to gain by every 
means in her power. Insetisible td the 
charms of virtue, hurried on by .a propen- 
sity to vice, he could look with an indiffer* 
ent eye on the tears which were shed for 
his cruelty, for the misfortunes that he was 
the cause of, that he could refuse his assi^ 
ance to a poor creature that he had seduced 
by art, or perhaps overcome by force and 
violence; that he COUI4 send his helpless, 
hiis innocent child, to be the companion of 
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poverty, vic€, aod misery,— Whai an odi« 
ous, what a detestable character! — How 
am I punished, cried she, for having aspired 
to a rank above me! If I had followed the 
advice of my friends, I might have been 
perhaps the wife of an honest citizen, who 
would have set a value on the few charms 
with which heaven has blessed me, and 
would have cherished those virtues which 
my kind father had taken such pains t6 
inculcate. I should not then have cause 
to sigh over savage cruelty, and over un- 
bridled licentiousness. If heaven has sent 
this frightful spectacle to punish me for 
my ambition, I 'will bear it with patience, 
and with fortitude! but I will endeavour, 
at the same time, to do justice to Charlotte, 
and to repair, in some measure, th^ injuries 
she has received; and though she has found 



f 
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isankind Unjttsii eri^i mi iAMMh/ I 
^ill strive ta mikd Her acltfid^tedg^ AiHi 
eer sex are dftemimes Unietf^ ielievolifiil 
isnd iompasskfMc t 

Tk^d did not ^i^m k Aky ilm Lady 
Buraarm did m^if^ vi^ft ih€ tMn(hif bf tBd 
l^retdhed^ Oiis^rtocife^ ^hd^ fiM ^lisfi^d ^^tli 
dit iOrt^ikidtls^ 6f the tiidWife, ipstreA via 

delicate attentions, the mosY frietUlly ^i^ 
vices^ were employed to make this unhappy 
ymiDgwbiiitin^smtstled'wilb'ht^r^elf.' Cikr- 
k>tU wanted ivcnid^ to e?^ties$ihei^ ghifiltttftf 
for s\kM nnbmndvA ^etml%^Md ^^ 
coold only thank bsr hy ti^airs^^ wlficft^^ 
lolled in greM^ iA^fiisi($i9/ 
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Ease arid trarnquility of mind, the natural 
con6e<]UeDces of her ladyships tender pro^ 
inises, joiiied (o the great care which was 
taken of her, in a short time established 
her health, and every day seemed to efface 
the traces of her misery, and call forth the 
charm$ q( youth and beauty. Her native 
basbfalness and simplicity, as if frightened 
by the violent attacks of Lord Bartlam, 
began pnc^ more to animate her eyes with 
tbat liiodest timidity known only to virtu- 
ops innocj^Qce. 



; . 



A 90ft languor succeeded to remorse, 
which had began to fade her youthful 
charms ;^ biit now returning tranquility gave 
to Charlotte a form the most engaging, 
and a figure the most interesting, that 
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dould possibly be imagined. As she had 
now nothing to apprehend from her situa-^ 
tion, Lady Bartlam was desirous to know 
the story of her misfortunes, that she might 
consider the best means to relieve her 
distress, and proportion her bounty to 
the condition, and the future designs of 
Charlotte: When her strength permitted 
her, she began her story in the following 
words. 

I was born at Manningtree madam, in 
the county of Essex, my father was in 
decent, if not in opulent circumstances, 
he was concerned in the woollen manufac- 
tory, which brought him in a very com* 
fortable pravision, exclusive of a small 
paternal estate, which he enjoy^ed from my 
grandfather; he had the niisfortune lo lose 



10^ niQtbei- 9 faw ycjirt afur piy birijh, and 
a^ I iw^ hia only cbildi all the tcjiukmesi 
Vihk\\ h$ hltd felt (or my mother he be.- 
^towisd OQ me j he; W9is lavish of his caresses 
tp his dear Charlotte, who he often de** 
^Ifired was the only bappine3s which hcavcR 
^gd left him« Upfpriunately for me, he 
epter^d iptp a second engagement, which 
alas! ^pon deprived me pf the affection of 
a fond parent, I owe him this justice to 
acknowledge, that for a long time he com- 
l>4Ltted the ill tre^itment pf my moiher«in- 
l^w, and long and frequent quarrek soc-» 
(oeded, l^iefcM-e he totally gave up the child 
pf his affections to the crueUy of a stiangcr. 
Thus I heeajQie the object of distress to 
my fatbeir, and fif batfed to my mother^ 
9nd I grew up amidst ^^ tears which | 
cpqtinuj^Uy jihed hxmy own 4t&tn9u» da4 
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for ihc loM, w^icfa <y;oiuig as i TfSis, I had 
in the death of myiaotiiery ivhoin my veason 
mfoxmtd me was my. ^nriy ffiaid. 

Every littk attandoa thkt my fath^p 
paid me he was under the necessity of 
doing in secret, and which aucntions, when 
fonnd out, were si^re to coAt oie dear, as 
my mo^rfMsnisfaed me with the utmost 
cruelty for having exei^ |iis pity. 

Ofiratiaus, by the desiDs of his friends, 
be would have sent me at 9 distance fronn 
her, to free me from h^ barbarity; but I 
was of use in the house, and he had not 
resolution sufficient to send me away, as 
he could not procUte her consefH H> my 
absem:e« I ianguished eight years, a de« 
voted vicum to thif barbarotis stefMttother^ 
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vho was ingenious at finding new methods 
of tormenting me. Sometimes she refused 
to give me proper nurture ; sometimes she 
would beat me ; at other times she would 
throw, me down and trample upon me ; 
and when I have been so bruised and beat- 
en, that I have been reduced to the neces- 
sity of keeping my bed, she has left me 
without help, and neither my tears, my 
sighs, or my prayers^ could soften the 
cruelty of her nature. I f any of the neigh- 
bours, or the friends of my late mother, 
presumed to reproach her with these un-> 
natural proceedings, she would declare that 
X. was a wicked malicious girl, that by my 
complaints and lies I had set the, whole 
town against her, and that I was the plague 
of her life; after which I was sure to be 
loaded, not only with reproaches, but with 
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such horrid imprecations that almost fright« 
ened meito deadi. 

One day my father by accident foUoved 
me into the garden, where I had concealed 
myself behind some bushes, and began to 
weepr, and beg that heaven would in pity 
release me from the barbarous treatment 
which I daily receiired from the hands of 
my mother-in-law. My father was affected 
at my distress, he came to me, kissed mcy 
and assu^red me that in a few days he would 
send me to my aunt Nelson, in London, 
to whom be had written to receive me; 
but begged that I would keep his intention 
a secret'from my mother^ lest her malice 
should persue me, even to the asylum 
which he wished to procure for me with 
my aunu 



I can give her no better Mfiief fami fiw-» 
cei ved my father follow me into the garden ; 
Ae vaii deteitmiacd lor Uitdn^ no dur c6n- 
teisaiion^ and arravfed tinlo oiodgk Mi ^00 
the cardsies* /wUdh; ioy^ po(]ir iKhei^ vfm 
bestowiitg.on^nar* She began koHodiateiyr 
ti»dbQliarg0 her reatntiiient a^inst me^ iiv 
tern^ loci skoc]um%i6r lie to peptf atl She 
Kad' htnxdi Im latt t€5oliiiftO% i^oh had 
madd her farioiis t* alio flfew om him Hke 
Me def>rived^ oF Iter mabony tod k' #u 
with gr^tf difikolfej^ that he- eoold esdafe^ 
from the faiiga* of anick a fiirjri amh n«t 
before ahe had fitdd^ her -nails in hid Jaoey 
She ihea looked* ati me wkhrhor ejeea en« 
flanfedwidbrage^ which, was to me a flight 
fml preaage of wlMi I* was ttt tyipeU^ Uei? 
unwished for appearance had ruinod' aHi 
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ihe pleftskig hopes which began to find a 
place jn my breast, and filled me with in- 
expressible horror. What crime have I 
committed, cried I, that my father is refused 
the satisfaction of softening the misfortunes 
of his child, of drying up her tears, and 
patting an end to her afflictions! My sobs 
stifled my voice, my eyes grew dim with 
iearsy Md the excess of ray grief absorbed 
iny. fafculties,: and t fetl into a kind of 
delirium which lasted above an hoUn Why 
diid I awake from that delirium ! Happy 
had deaitb reKeved me from the burthen of 
Hiy ^oes I Why did I recover my senses 
fo be, alas, more miserable!*— Pardon a 
wish, madam, which is an offence to your 
generosity; till I h^d the honour of your 
kind pirotection, I have not seen a being 
bad any thing hcrmaii about them, 
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exc€ff| their foria : it, k you aton^ amdafl^ 
who have recoaiciled oie. (o myself, ^y yoUc 
Ifenevoleacc; to a n^retehed puti^nat and 
fokripri^ crcfKitfe, who froidi her iAlanicy liaa 
Veen (be spon of fortiui6, and a pVGy to 
g^ief.^ Pardon this digiession, tiHidaM.-'^ 
The cruel : wretch left mt in thk ai tuation^ 
^nd I recovered my $eo$eS' by de^l»i 
the Fecone<:tion of my mtseify : mtuitied 
with my reason^ aiid I- vbpt pleiitlfiDtfy. > I 
bad not i^itmncd long after my* rftturniog 
leme, when< I beiird the voice of mf tM- 
mefitor, calliiig«ii^ wiih^ great tialdiicfi; iibA 
very «ottod of her voiee struck BU^/m^ 
boisror, I ro$e, and gaiwd the h6use ifiik 
fear and tr^tmbVm&g my &th<)r waa ijt! the 
pai:loQF, HOP dfd bei qait lhe;l3iQKi3e' the 
whole day; wiihou^ dotbt to bindeij iht 

pwif hpf^iH ^hait^ I W0S tbtientonie^ lviib,j»iii 
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tot hide horn has nei^boui^s the mairks of 
heir fiMy v^hicb appeared upon his face. 
His presence had the dedred effect, and 
she contenied hei^elP with grutnhHng curses 
ivbichi iQtU«:e atione couM suggest. 

Tkenedfit dciy my feAer was ofcliged^ to 
go oufr to overk>ofe his woi^kraen-, he heM 
hrs' handkepehief €0 bis face as i¥ he hdd 
h^en afflicted with* a- tiofent toothach, to 
hiic ^e' effect^ of her* rage^ the ver)& m- 
stano he was out of sight she siiatcheif up 
a^stiafe, ^hicb I suppose* she- had' prepared 
ibr that piirpose, and' felf^ upon* me wiitft 
Midi fiiry afut \uo4ence. that I Mh dbwn^ at 
iMT&ei^ without sense or motion^ covered 
Mtb' blbod and woundsi 

Myflnher, who I' suppose* had reasonf 
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to expect some fatal consequences from 
the known violence of her temper, returned 
soon after, and was a witness of the ipelan- 
choly spectacle; his child weltering in her 
blood, and deprived of her senses; he was 
so provoked at this sight, that had not the 
wicked wretch escaped from his fury, he 
would certainly have been guilty of some 
act of violence. He took me in his arms 
and carried me to bed, he then sent for a 
surgeon, who examined my wounds, and 
assured my father, who was by the bed side 
bathed in tears, that they were not danger- 
ous. This assurance relieved, in some 
measure, his anxiety on my account. The 
barbarous wretch, who had been the cause 
of this confusion, did not return till night, 
and then, with feigned tears, begged pardon 
for her cruelty, and made the most solemn 



f 
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promises ibsitshb Mrould treat! ibe in future 
with the utmost kindtiQssM.and for three 
months, in which time 1 continued unable 
to move, in con^equefice of her blows, she 
very religiously kept her word. 

I was surprised that the animosity of 
this woman: could be stifled so suddenly; 
but she was capable of the deepest dissimu- 
Jation. I was, notwitlistanding, willing to 
flatter myself, from her affected kindness^ 
with the pleasing hopes that II might be 
happy for tbe time to come; and my poor 
father rejoiced at his being sufiered to 
lavish his caresses on me, without any re-^ 
proaches from bis, wife ; and he promised 
her; as sb^ found me so useful to her iii 
thj^ man^gemeot of the household affairs, 
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that he would gi Vie Up all thai^is of send*- 
iDg/ me to my aunt NelsoiK 

Hy' healtk was scastct\y established, when 
1 began to do my duty in the business of 
the house. My delighted father was pro- 
digal io hiocaiMses to his d^ar Charlocte^ 
^llom he called the staff of Ihs> old age^ 
and I can afijsuffe you msidsim^ witk gwat 
toi^h, that ^very liitle aUttotton* on the pan 
p£ my moifaer-in-^law) gav^ me the htgdest 
pteaaiineand sackfactjon. How detiglM^fiuil 
to B)y/ears, to hear my fatber call qei^ by 
the tender naioies of his dear child) and Im 
amiable Ghai^lotte) and my mother-in-law^ 
by the spft name o£ her sweet daughcer^ 
What a^ deli^tfol impre«sian* these uaao* 
custCNuedc sounds made on« my m^dv they 
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iitspired^ fatetvrilb totoige aind viYacilgr to 

fulfill the diitieb ol my oocupaXAon witb 

pleasore; I strove by «i]/^ care td' aofveinjf 

mother all the troufble and fatigaerof ^llt 

iamityy and I flattered mjrself thtt liyain 

Mnhttoffi and vigilaiice tmikild sijcceadi iiv 

ibei^hiRg/ her friendship. Vain fappb!-Moi' 

lygdr may be moved to fkfi^c but a: haari 

lik« hers is ihoore omel and jmore saviijpi 

ifaair the most feffDC]Otts< monsli/ thaJb niges 

tfie fOTeit»-»^I eftjoykl^this ^uttshUbeisyf bcv 

amiles fbc a virj ihort time; shd dnijr 

dreat faenfaae id tho^ to reiider dm; stmriii 

(rf her risenMrtnt HMif e ctlttmg^ and mbina 

poj^inant^: if diet bad icam little rfespeetfcHi 

tiki* plfcs hi i ttc o(? ny ftthqrf m his alkeaen 

ibe/gavea< loose to^ ikt itialice^ amlf ibado 

tiertadse a* aolemh^ oadi^ that 2- wduM ^wni 

mtBfkJB^him wquajqiibd wids htr imbtWrnia 
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of me, and absolutely frightened me with 
her threats^ in case that I disobeyed her. 
It is needless^^madaffli, to tire yoi^r patience! 
with a recital of what I suffered for near a^ 
months without daring to make any com*^ 
plaints i was often proihpted hy my grief 
and : despiair to.putan end to myiv^retched 
being ; but providence was too good to 
sufferme to put! my wicked designsin ex- 
ecution. After forming many projects in' 
my mind, at length I determined to quit 
my &ther*s house, . and. seek the protection 
of my auntj whoseaddress I wasatqus^inted 
with, by seeirig^ ftequently i kuters^ from my 
fitther to iKr. I toc^ the firkt Opportunity! 
to make my:es(;apd fiiom' the rowif' of this 
cruel womap, andi filling my pockets whb 
bread ahd cheese, ^fad what cold m^t It 
could £nd, • I . set ' out late ona^ moonlight 



eYi3(i, fqtffis^t pf beiipg pii^rraed aotl b|:(»ight 
l^f^k)^ iwhifih I iqirftitifid iwprac than itsah^ I 
t/af iiQ sQranger t0 tbe road Iwbkh I was M 
ifti^p, t)y freqiieoUx setekg ite siigc coadi 
fpffp ^Qn4p9 CJPflic jitf«if the toy^n^ and I 
i^uld' Uiiquire the ii^ay fcoin zAy passenger 
{hjkt t H^ ithf good fortune tp rneet wiihali 
tt is irm I bad no mbn^yt bui my ^ro^ 
y^iph? that I had the (pcecaution :to tske 
tfitb toi^i I flatteried myiself: wouid be sufn 
#jG.i9ni to support me till I hadike plea^ 
iiUrei of arriving at tny auntS) who liVed in 
A; 4tfeei pear : Red^Lion Square. I slept 
lUnder a hedge^ the fyst night of my elope- 
inciit, feaHag xd proceed^ lest I should 
jofie the road) however, the third day I 
.trljyed^ wiiboin^anyafceident, in London. 
i vHf^s . pfo^fbclly > surprised that . those to 
whom i ' iaiddreflBed myself ' in walking 

H 
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through ihe streets on my arrival, could 
hot give me any information where my 
aunt Nekon lived; f6ol that I was, I 
thought4faat she was as easily known as any 
one of my neighbours and friends at Man- 
ningtree. I began, at length, to be fright* 
ened at the great crouds of people that 1 
met^ and foolishly inquired if it was not a 
fair. I found every one made a ridicule 
of me, and my fears increased, when I 
recollected that I bad no money to procure 
me a lodging, or any thing to eat, if I did 
not find my aunt, as all my provisions 
were exhausted, except a small piece of 
bread which was so hard that I could not 
eat it. At length, a well dressed woman 
who heard me inquire which was Mrs. 
Nelson's, came up to me with great good 
humour in her countenance; do not affiict 



yourself my d^ar child, said she, I will 
conduct you to your friends. I returned 
her many thanks for her kindness, and 
prepared to follow her with much gratitude, 
thanking heaven' that I had been &o fortu- 
nate as to meet so good a gentlewoman. 

You are at a conisiderable distance my 
dear from the street where your aunt lives, 
and it grows late, you shall go home with 
me to night, and to morrow morning we 
will seek the house of your relation. She 
then called a codch, afid after giving some 
orders to the coachman, he mounted the 
box. During our tittle journey, which 
lasted near an hour, she made herself ac- 
quainted'witfa my story, which I related, 
frequently interrupted in my narration by 
tears and sobs; when I had finished, she 
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kiBsedr moy an4 gave: tk6 frf ih aaiiBdir^fM ^/ 
her £riei¥lfhip> ^ • ; , 



The co^ch »t0pped in a retircd «|r^et| 
and a[n ill-leaking vtomHn sef varit o{>.tned 
the dpor of a decent hoase« As soon at 
we were entered she renewed her caresses, 
1^4 assurdd me that I might think myself 
very fprtun^te in meeting with her, fiv th^ 
London was a large pljace^ and •. full f^ 
wicked people. I conjured her ta believe 
bow much I was afF^ted by her kindneisa 
to me, which I wquld, never forget, and 
hoped that my aiiinty who was a widQ>^ in 
decent circiimstances, wOiuld be^ grateful 
for her goodness to me* I w^s so.fejoieed 
to have fallen itito the handk oif tbi$ worthy; 
woman that I slepc very soundly ir and : did 
not awake tilt the servani ca«he to infarM 
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mispress w^iij^dfcit me. L huddtedi on mgr^ 
eloth^si ass faift ^ii pooaihls and i/mnt into 
ifa^ rpqm viihere Mrs. £lliot w» waitfn^ 
iw «Aejf tlw wit&ithe name- of the geiideu 
woman to whom I was!<iiQ4ef such oblig«i 
tions, and this I bad learned from the 
isery^t whilst I was putting oaiipyGldtlies. 
M;t$. ZUhh ijf^qutriedfaoswliliadf pateed thb 
flight?: I iipji4^;«i 9Sfohbifffdw making he); 
iffMt- ^tf akf§4ty by my oviirdcepiRg x^fuASi 
9wi^ to ibei gre9it fatigue* iAAdsi 1 hid vtm 
4efg0i^. . She-kisfted ivffij sni^ Msured mo 
ibiEit » goSid njtgfait*i5 f est iloiad doiie ; wooderi 
foi: m^ khalt I looked < oossideilabrlyi biptliev 
thao lfdi(i^ aodjtbtt wM» I v(aa rdedveiredl 
ft airi tbe fkigti^ I Uad . Ai^ki-ed^ dad wo^ 
bot^ diietaedf thafc Ae was safe thut |<w!ai 
vci(y fafiUlds^Btew She thepi! inforflisd ibe 
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that she had business in that part of the 
town where my auntxesided, that she would 
endeavour to find her out) and make her 
acquainted with my reasons for quitting 
my fathers house so abruptly^ and prepare 
her for my reception. 

This appeared to me so very kind, that I 
thanked her with tears in my eyes. She 
gave me some books to amuse me till her 
return^ and after locking the door she left 
me. I waited for some hours in anxious 
expectation for her return, and forming a 
thousand ideas in my imagination of the 
reception I was to meet with * from my 
aunt Nelson, in whom at present was cen- 
tered all my hopes. At length she arrived. 
I hope you have not been uneasy my dear, 
cried she, at my long absence ? but it has 
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been with great difficulty that I found'oui 
the residence of your aunt, as' she has 
quitted her house, and is removed to a 
distant part of the town ; however, by in* 
quiring at a public-bouse in the neighbour* 
hood, I procured the information that I 
wanted. When I came to her house, I 
was informed that she had been in the 
country for some time, and that her return 
was not expected under a fottnigKt: this 
intelligence, my dear Charlotte, gave me 
great uneasines, as I know your impatience 
to be with your aunt; however, do not be 
uneasy, you are welcome to remam with 
me till the arrival of Mrs. Nelson, and I 
will do all in my power to make you 
happy. I was profuse in my acknowledge- 
ments for her great kindne^ to me, and 

« 

assured her that my aunt would gratefully 



llew dbild^. Mieci ishf^ for trifles like t)he9€!5 
^hiith cAOMawOifai^iDMity would havciobUg^ 
ed fii)3'|;^ peiTforo)^ if I ha^ not ibeeq struc]i 
l^iib your pcriQii udd figure^ whidb in^ 
ttcettdl me jn y^ur behalf (t($tn the first 
89biWfit thai i^^aw yoM* VouivaD live 
wjfh me (El yi!ry netired life^ I ^Hvm go 
jdilt, i have iindecd a few cfaeerfullrietida 
whp xsall fi)e4uetldy u(Kn|i mp to atiiuas 
me in siy soikifdiei add you mjr dear Cliarf 
Ifl^t^ ahaH paitake >^f our gaietjr. Follow 
lt)0f OidiitiBUQd abey into my oh^ixiber, I 
ks^Vj6^9aie dotbes 1)elon|piig to a niece of 
mipe) iAm if at^jpi^sent in the country, she 
U iAuIgIi aibbiitry^nr akb) and I fancy thai 
tib^ KffiH fil )Wtt) not; biit you atevtry; luaii 
iffi ytMiff prMmt di»M4 yiou haifie .rteeiy«d 



bom 9a|ur^ tbe cb^maA of icio4n^ ji«|^liH 
City, wliich doc3 90t req«we the mill of 
^i}$iniem» y<H> areli^vely «iy 4lacy In wqp 

' , • . / . • 

i ViUfaonesily coft(e«i to yoiij nldliinif 
that I vras <kli^ited with dsBs flattery, imd 
fBf yotiiig faeari bouwled at the si^t dCa 
bea^iifiiirisiUc gown, fine Uaoi, and dbet 
woam^iisi. wlikii in^r gkss: told me hecame 
^e ^atly» and I mns aot at al) da«pkeaMd 
with ihe change tlKy wide in me. I 
amrofj^y knew ia}nK^14 E ^^ oat appaar ihc 
§9e»i Mf^. JUliPt^ ctiv^dio^ettted axe on 
10)$. iigWl^» Mid njr: .taniiy waa iohanMd 
^h h^r pemt^ Aiaat madaKin, I Ikde 
fought ^Im wa^ >to faei the f Aal contt- 
;|Ufaicfr 9( thui flattery l fiensBil days fuseid^ 
ihms^ ioyaatf dke. happiest €iis|iiisie 
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ki l^Vdrld) and began to dread the m<^ 
ment of iby aunl's return, when I was to 
qnii '• the house of toy kind friend and 

< 

benefactress. I confess that I was greatl)r 
astonished never to see any women come 
to the. house. I saw nothing but men^ who 
held Jong . conferences with Mrs. fitlio^t^ 
Mid treated me with such freedoms that 
shdckcid me exceedingly. You may easily 
guessy madam^ that my innocence and vir- 
tucy thoise precious oraaiaents of our sex^ 
Were to . be disposed of to the highest 
bidder. . Lord Bardam was the person who 
nade the laurgest jofferS) and was theref<Nre 
accepted by that infamous ated rapacious 
wjoetch. . She engaged me to giye him the 
story of. my misftnl'tunesy which I did, in 
4he .m^st padieticihcinner that I was ablet 
he appeared sensibte of my afflictionS| dikd 
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iQjr tesii% tod dedaredbthatjlib wotald d:Aige 
my kihtr to da ■. nke ijusdcq. i ^ASuir con- 
sideling a momeht, do' you 'kium^Mi^ 
£UioU, cried he, /that; I am a<3qiuiinted 
with i Mrk^ Nelson, i the aunt of . tUs^ y bufiig 
lady; J- saw herio' ihe country,- ja^rth^ 
house o£.OQe of mjr intimate ftiead^ t^ f ^ifp 
tbfere lUsIevemng, atnd if it is; agreeable to 
Miss Charlotte, \ I virill . condact her ithere ? 
} kiiQW^ not) but >for some days 'pastll'^d 
««|spifion& of Mcs. £lU6tt^ wbidh made me 
desirous, at all events, to qiUt her house. 
Lord Bartlam was the only man who fre- 
quented Mrs. EUioti's, ^bose behaviobr to 
me bad' been regulated by the .strict iarules 
of.decency and decorum; this /ddevmined 
ne:tQ atcbept his)pidposal, ahd he promised 
lo retilm in. the j6 Venihg to eotaduct! me to 
my/iauot. 



AftetrlilM ddptitutefidf Lood AanlsKii^ 
hU% £ttk>tt penau^ed : m^ to mike sooie 
aMiliMtrtb my drdss, thainjr aunt ntg^t 
feot be tshamed of myappettring befbufe 
bar ^i^eiids. : Tim advice seemed to tnc 
¥0ry i^eGtoii% and I suffend her td dreaii 
my haiff and to add what ornaoieDtt th6 
ibott^t proper to my dveas. I was ^e^ 
Ughtiid with my figure^ vhpn I exatnintd 
InysdE in the glass, and concluded^ that mf 
aunt would now faairt no reason to km 
ashamed of her niece« 

Alas I I was only&Yktiin decked om 
for i a . shameful aatrifioe 1 -^ How ofteo^ 
tnadam, have I. since repenM of these mo^ 
inemsfof rkliculous vanity J-^LordJiarthai 
airivod ai! the ap|)ointed hour, hethiwwA 
purse upon the table, and said to Mt9i 
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£UiOiti there iOrakhon ts:^ the irmt vkiqh I 
<me yoiia^ which:! bdkwasidae ilii»da)ft 
He then appcoaehed ine.fmh 'm witjaE 
^arpme, Wdiatis it ^oiLMiss CtoliAtef 
I prcHcat yoa icwksafaadidsoine.I Jtwqdtf 
knew you«;>:Yoa Atiok) as (fiMh invti at 
Uoboiingta^ aoe of jche Cvaiocs. v Wl^t 
4uuftk(S.sbadl linotireceUre frd«i yoof jLonlt, 
ifibeQ I ypKmnt to iser^ her 4iiiii9Lblc itieod 
I am joapcfy ^lo aticad yoc >'Mii» <Dfattrlp«tt 
'wheneiver . jow pleaiei <1 1 took Inm ^tf 
iMrs. Elliott, ^and hj$ loipdship hamded «t 
with great tpo|itehe3( 4o ins carriage. ' Jpwn^ 
ipg our journey he 1)ehaved with gi«al 
•Medtipn^ )ooaiinciided my fcmon^^hist 
ifvoaiedi ine wiih 4hat ik}fid> of haugtit'iness 
itthift maimety Jdiat: pQople of ^ aak Ue^ 
often' «s^iiioet >itdam<i\uff i^Mepkkit Khik 
infearioHn. < i He f Idasedifcivself wMf>4lib 



y. 
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ftuifpcise my auixt aDd her friends would be in 
at the dght of ine, ahd xnadeine once more 
repeat my story, which he had not attended 
to at my first recital. On our arrival, he 
iilquired if Mrs. Nelson was at home ? the 
servants, who no doubt had received their 
orders, made answer, that Mrs* Nelson 
was gone out oa a visit in the neighbour- 
hood, with their master and mistress, but 
they were expected home in the course df 
the evening. Lbrd Bartlam ^en invited 
sae to walk in the garden, .and seemed 
mrprised, as the evening bej^n to advance, 
that his friends did not return; Iije at lei^h 
persuaded me to gO into the bouse, being 
apprehensive . that the damps which b^an 
to fall, might be prejudicial to my healthu 
He conducted me to an elegant apartment, 
wh^re |>l)di]^ i himself next to me on a 



sopha, he looked at mq for some <ah^ 
without speakkig; at lengdi ' uking.me by 
the hand, it is now time my dear Cburloite 
to undeceive you ; thisitt)Use is moie^you 
wiU npt see your auiit, <whdm I do not 
know, I love you, and have brought you 
here to satisfy my wishes; you will do 
wisdy child to comply, as all here are 
entirely devoted' to my will; resistance 
therefore will be. of no use to you, consent 
willingly thcti^ my dear Charlotte. By 
heavens ! I will take care of you, I will settle 
ah annuity upon you, that ^hall keep you 
above want. I was so shocked durinj^ 
this infamous harangue, that I had not the 
power to interrupt him. A flood of tears 
relieved me, and gave nie the power of 
uttertoce; I threw myself at his feet, and 
conjured hin% with tears aiid sobs, to have 
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jiMUHjliiniiMi on k poott cr^ture^ whoM 
firom bf:r tarlii^ ihfioicy kad been one 
caa6miti icfies, of ^sfortuncs* Rise my 
kivel^ gid, xritd(hkf foM are mf property^ 
the ptrbtetided dent that yim saw me pay to 
M»« JSJUotc^ MRU the price afyoiidcbanna* 
Yoii i»y that yom hav^ bech a^ays un* 
k«|)py%. tolteeiit tSatik to live viih hiei and 
yotr oltedl no Kmger be daiti»sed. It was 
in Yain> th»X I tt>ld him : thait Mrs. Eliiott 
hid no) piotwiot ^v«c iie^ that I was diy dwii 
ilieU^tev^ my lieiuns cimtaitiiedito:(lbw^ and 
I empl^ed tyery* moms im my power^ by 
m^$, tinA praytirsy to lofted hiot; alas, he 
wte' not jgiKived ai mrydoiresis bsran^ 
wd ordered ifane sonrants to oerve 4he Mp- 
^% and; oUigodiines contrary tin my imtlti* 
^atio;i> 9>40t lat lir table* Itv^&pesotaieiy 
dakfrninad to iaale nodaiiagy^ a6d lai my 
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servMts watchful' over my acti<Hi4 p.c6Vf9p(« 

ed toe, Lprd Bartlsim pr^s^ed iQi> t<;^ esit 

4od drink, ,bat I vws j^esoJut^^fft^ ha 

hid fimshed ,his suppeu, fincKng. UiM I 

> 
vTouM i¥^ be prev4iUed upon tp quit my 

s^t, l^ gave Of ders to his people to c^rry 

iwe !*iJ itairs by force* Seised with horror 

at the. cruelty of this order,^ J screaniedi 

Ivith all my forces whilst they drafted me 

np stairs. His lordship was deaf to my 

i;]fie$» and when I was forced intQ his 

ebtimber, he attempted to drag me tq his 

bed*. I coUeeied all the Mreogth I wa^ 

mistress of, and I. defended myself for 

^ome time agamit bis wicked attacks, till 

lit lengib my ftndce was exbaujstid ; without 

motsoQ, without koowldlge, and almost 

,l«ithout life, he aoeodaplished bis brutal 
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putpose. When I recovered from this 
fainting, . I found myself in bed^ the seene 
of infamy and disgrace, and exposed with* 
6ut resource to the outrages of a brutal 
ravisher. I shut my eyes qn this spectacle 
of horror, and fervently prayed that death 
would iitstantly deprive me of all remetai* 
brance of the past, but alas ! I was left to 
feel all the rigour of my cruel destiny. I 
upbraided him with his baseness, and begged 
he would permit me to leave him, for that 
I would sooner die than consent willingly 
to his crimes; but opposition was in vain, 
I was in the power of the tyrant, and there* 
fore forced to comply. He swore in the 
most solemn manner never to abandon me, 
if I would forgive the violence with which 
he had treated me.' I was under the neee<<- 
sity of listening to him, in hopes of finding 
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some means of escaping) for this purpose 
I appeared to be satisfied with my condi^ 
tioii) and in three or four days he left me 
to return to towiii and came back at his 
intervals of leisure. /^ > a 

In all this time, madam, he Kad given 
such strict orders to his servants to watch 
my motions, that I had no opportunity of 
making any attempts to escape. I never 
saw him without trembling, though I strove 
to hide my concern from him, in hopes 
that hi^ servants might grow remiss in their 
duty, supposing that I was contented with 
my situation, and that I might find the 
means of flying from this scene of horror. 
JLt was more than a month that I lived in 
-this manner, when one day he informed me 
that he proposed to take me to town, th^t 



4. 
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it was iqconvenitot for hitu to e^mk»^dCi<ry 
and bid me ptepate to io^\li Irinw , I 
begged of him with titarfi tidt to tdity tfitf 
to Mrs. Elliott'^ that wicked wi^tdi^, who 
had made a shameful traffic of myifuvo-^ 
cence. He assured me that her kindness, 
and her attentions^ to me in future, would 
appease my anger against her, that I must 
absolutely remain with her, till he could 
find^ttt a place where he could lodge «i^ 
more commodiously, and begged that I 
would excuse her treatment of me, as it 
had procured him the happiness of living 
with his dear Charlotte. I was obliged to 
be convinced with these reasons^ but I 
confess that the idea of being with her 
again shocked me above measure. She, 
however, received me with great tetider- 
ness, and an appearance of affection j lor 
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oiy.|)»rt9> my tears floired io faiit) that. I 
had not ti)C power l6 rcproat^ iier for tkti 
baseness of faer behavixmn 

Lord Bactlami) nadaiD) viubBdmidBtly^ 
and always ofiered me some preseoc olr 
Other, which I constantiy TC&ised ; hut Mcsn 
£Uiott took them, shesaid^ to keep if or my 
uae; Ac behared very attentivdy (to siei 
tod except oiy iifaerty, and way peace of 
teind, I had notbiog to visbfor.' I ibaod 
that I was with chiid^ and when I infbtmed 
his rlordship ci this xurcumsCance, heiaffiBot* 
fid to be greatly rejoiced. Hymein^ isaid 
he^ has refased me the Uessibg of an heir^ 
love has kindly provided roe -with one. I 
/wish, condnued he, that it loay porove a 
fcoy^ E will spare no ea|»ente an his edu^ 
canton^ 
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NotwithstaDding these flattering promises^ 
bis visits became less frequent, and though 
I had no experience, I soon perceived 
that the situation I was in, or his own 
natural inconstancy, kept him from me. 
I complained, in the softest terms, of his 
coldness, and begged him to consider the 
condition I was in; he had always some 
plausible pretence or other to colour his 
absence, with which I was obliged to be 
contented. On my coming to town, I 
would have made an application to my 
aunt to receive me ; but was never per- 
mitted to stir out without Mrs. Elliott was 
with me, and who always found some ex- 
cuse or other to persuade me that she still 
remained in the country. Lord Bartlam 
paid for my lodging and board, till about 
three months since, when he entirely aband« 
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OQed me. . Mrs. Elliott, who regretted the 
loss of his presents, obliged me to write 
several letters to hiuiy to none of which he 
ever vouchsafed an answer. 

Mrs. Elliott insisted that I should chuse 
a successor to Lord Bartlam, as she could 
not afibrd to maintain me in the situation 
that I was in, without the assistance of 
some generous friend and protector, 

I assured her that I would sooner die 
than become a willing prostitute, that the 
cruelty of Lord Bartlam had reduced me 
to the condition I was in, but that I would 
never consent to become the property of 
^another. I declared if she presumed to 
shock my ears any more with such infa<> 
inous proposals, that m soon as I was 
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« 

MiiemA^ I would find out Aiy auntj wbo 
ahottld get bet putiished for bet wickedncfi^ 
te me. Tbi& threat I believe alaroiidd: her, 
and she mentioned it no more» She pro^ 
duced an account of all the money which 
ahe had receired from i Lord Bartiim ; 
tiio whole stun amounted to about forty 
guineas, for wbick suin she agreed to lodge 
wd board me, ind to 1>e at the expence of 
my lying in, till my beakh was established^ 

I shall pass over in; silence, madam, all 
that I suffered for three months, the want 
of necessaries was the least of miy misfor* 
tunes ; I waited impatiently for the moment 
that I was to bring into the world the sad 
&uit of a forced crime, when I moit ler^ 
vnntly prayed thai heaven would in pity 
release me from a weight of woesi whioh 
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I had suffered from the mfeUfttof .my 
birth, ' 



The very first symptoms which! I hjyd of 
approaching labour^she proposed to carry 
me to a midwife of her adquaintance, where 
I should be better accommodated than with 
her. The earnest desire I had of never 
•seeing again this infernal monster, made 
me listen to her proposal with pleasure. 
It was early in the morning, she offered 
me her arm, as she observed that the dis^ 
tance was not great, we passed through 
several streets^ and at length she stopped at 
the corner of a court, where there appeared 
to be a thoroughfare; it was so early in the 
morning that there were scarcely any one 
in the streets. She bid me wait a moment, 
w^hilst she went to inform the midwife of 
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ttty arrivM. Ovctt^xt^e vith pdm tod grief, 
I did not reflect upon her words ; in ^h&tt^ 
I saw the barbarous and inhuman wretch 
fer the last tine, it was with difficulty 
that I r^acbsd tipe chrpt^ld of a door in 
the coiirt^ where I sat ddwn, and begged 
of heavcti, wiih prayers and tears^ to re^ 
feasc ans frnm day misery. A poor work* 
aiaii who lodged in the house, and who 
was golfig to his daily labour, was the 
|>eTs6ii seht by heaven to compassionatle 
my distress; be stopped on hearing my 
cries^ and t^enderly inquired the cause of 
my afiljctton-: I informed him of the per« 
fidy lof the wicked wretch who had cruelly 
abandoned me at the fBoment when I most 
wanted h^ assistance; he kindly took me 
in Ms arms^ and carried me to die garret 
wheke he lodged^ After informing bic 
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wife of my tnekncholy skary^ Ike went in 
s^arefar of a mtdwijc.. During (be aifasencd 
pf her husband, the good crealufre aiade 
i;se of all her eloquence to comfof t me^ 
and before hd returned with- the midwifey 
she had assisted sue to undress,, and had 
cdnveyed me to her ovrn bed. The n^idwife 
had not been kmg. arrived befoire I was 
delivered df that imiocent but unfortunate 
wretch^ whom your goodness has telieved. 
It ts not possible tadescribe the tenderness 
with which X was treated by these poor 
oveatures; they nutstisved up what little 
tnoney they could belweeni them^ with 
which the hiusband waS' dispatched, to pro-» 
cure m^ those necessaries iby condition 
most requiired. I wept plentifully over 
my child, and a& well as my weakness 
would periiik me^^ I blessed my kind benep 
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I 

factors. The poor creature, whose room 
I occupied, told me with great concern, 
that she was obliged to go out to work, 
but she would leave her eldest daughter, 
a girl of twelve years old, who would uke 
care of me during her absence, that on her 
return, both she and her husband would 
do all in their power to render my situation 
as comfortable as possible. She kissed 
me, and left me with tears in her eyes. 
Struck with her extreme kindness, and 
with the appearance of poverty that sur- 
rounded me, I seemed more sensible of 
their pains, than of those which I suffered 
myself. Where are these good, these cha- 
ritable people, cried I, to sleep, after a 
day of hard labour? — Shall I deprive them 
of almost the only comfort they have after 
so many hours of fatigue? — This idea 



/ . 
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affected me beyond measure, and I en- 
gaged the child who was left to attend me, 
to procure a truss of straw, on which I 
was determined to finish my miserable ex« 
istence, and to refuse all kinds of nourish- 
ment. < In the afternoon the midwife came 
to see me, and did all in her power ta 
compose my ,mind to a more tranquil state. 
I gave her my reasons for taking this reso- 
lution, which I was determined to persevere 
in. She thea attempted to persuade me 
to go into the Lying-in Hospital, but from 
my infancy I had aa invincible repugnance 
to those abodes of grief and pov^erty, and 
I replied to all her arguments, that death 
was all I wished; She then represented 
the cruelty of depriving my child of the 
nourishment which nature had provided 
for its support. 



The interest whtcli this iimoceiit creature 
bad in my existence, threw me into strong 
Convulsions, and giving him, as I thought, 
a last embrace, it came into my mind, 
that perhaps you, madam, had too much 
humanity to suffer a poor mnocent child 
to perish, for the involuntary crime of its 
unfortunaie mother. I persuaded the mid- 
wife to procure for me the meaos of writing 
to you, and she charged herself with putting 
tint infant at your door. The tender im«i 
pvesfiioo which distoessed iinocence madd 
en your mind,, is evea mone than I had 
dared to expect. 

Thus,, madam, have I finished isy me^ 
bficholy story. I implore your kind^ 
your generous pity,, for the undeserved 
distresses that I have suffemd,. foi the 
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cruel torments I liavb uadet-gone, firohit&e 
mdre than savage barbarity of my modier- 
tn4aw, and the infamous and wicked proiu 
ceedings of Mrs. Elliott. 

This melancholy story drew tears of 
)pfity from the eyt% of tlie generoas If arriet, 
and inspired ber with the utmost contempt 
for the cruel oppressors of this annable 
young woman; she assured her dian she 
might rely on her pro«eaion, and left Iter 
with a mind overcome with grie£ 

Her fir^ care was to dispaitch a trusty 
servftAt to Manningtree, to inquire after 
the father of Charfottet and she found from 
iMs report every one loud in their abvrse of 
her wicked mother^in«law, for the cruel 
and unwoffiiy treatment of her daug|fater; 
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that her poor father bad &Uen a prey to 
grief for his child's elopement; and the 
impossibility to discover the place of her 
retreat, had put the finishing stroke to the 
misfortunes of the old man, who had been 
dead some weeks y and that the wife taking 
advantage of her husband's illness, had 
secreted what money and effects she could 
lay her hands on, and was gone away with 
a gentleman's servant in the neighbourhood, 
and that his estate had been seized to satisfy 
the demands of his creditors. As to Mrs. 
Nelson, her aunt, she had for many years 
been a pious follower of a sect, whose 
doctrines have done much injury in this 
kingdom, she had, by her last will, left the 
whole of what she possessed to chariuble 
uses, and was carried offby a fit of apoplexy, 
before the death of her brother-in-law. 
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Lady Banlatn wad shockied at this in- ^ 
telligence, which she was cariefur to keep a 
secret from Charlotte, titl such time as she 
was in a situation to bciar this melancholy^ 
news; as she was determined to isupport 
both the mother and child, for which pur- 
pose she bought a small annuity on theilr 
joint lives. With tears of gratitude did 
Charlotte receive this fresh instance of 
the kindifiess of her generous benefactress. 
The next thing which engaged her attend 
tion, was to provide for the worthy couple 
that had so kindly assisted Charlotte in her 
distress ; she placed them in a situation great- 
ly above waht^ ahd received the prayers and 
blessings of thclse poor but Worthy people. 

' WhieS'theh<Balth> and strength of Char- 
Jotte^as pelfcfetty established, she procured 

M 
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anasyihinifoK bi^y in (ke^boote c^ air irtti- 
qisKe fiii^odk 4 My o£ coAsidcKablc foriune* 
S^ing b0f r^sideicc ia tJbis.fwrity, she 
Md tb^ mii/QfimiMi t^ Jps^ bf^r, child ; thi«r 
Ip^^Q^ h^f ifiany t^ar&iandgreaiUy affected, 
bf^ f Pf^f^^ bMf 9t tetlg^ she, recovered bfur 
bp^lh an^ pf^iMC o{ min^ Her cbai!in«^ 
^4 bw ip^sfc beb^vi wr gainjjd btn tbc^ 
i||re^tj(9iis ^ ^;ri^b fjU^tner, m^ neighbours 
hpQ^i ^hpkp^iw bei? stof y^ and who oSeFQ4 
b^ via^iage, W^ by ijb^ adivice^ of ^ 
^ieQ49 ^bp^, ^^^* '^^y convinced Qf bepi 
m^rjA 9p4| virtue^ »he coiiAeQted lo* givo 
biiai hen b9p49 and shet i^ at. this^ in&t^Mtfi an 
w;r|SgfO$UE;babie t^jife, a^ t^fjdfi^ ti^QtH^Fn an4 
a. £ca4ef 1^ »fKl affpf Hpna^e ^Mn4> 

The anH3*A« Lady Jterid«»,ka4 bPWi so 
i9i)cb a^Sfcctcd: by tim. mkl^(^¥^^i^i9k 



herl^ont^d ^as^ artdtra^nquiHtf ; ^sroiigliv 
cvwy: occasion Ik) ^peak ^uh^ Lord Bart- 
larh, and to ud vise him, m the tebist path6i 
tic ifasinnct, io ihink of retrievinfg his tt^irsi 
before it Was too late ; she ^eti touched 
Upon fais treatttient 0f the tidASirtciffiat^i 
Chartoftfe^ the "(brce thkt heh^d heett ^ilty 
tlf; tad 4lh& <chli^l iexftr^iukie^ to which hid 
ifttejttifeni^*tfcd{redtK*d'her^ ih ih^t^ she 
fiiade'hifili afhdei^tttrid^that she *was acquaiiM^ 
edSvith the whole €)f ^be ftighlfiil stiDiryi 
that she had tafeeiAf tisttt^f the chiM, and 
that the unfortunate bother wis placed tti 
9. situation where she was easy and happy. 
Thes^ maifk^ of gencirdliiy in a wtfe^ ^ho 
had eveiy reasph in the world to^ be dissatis'^ 
filb«l wiA the conduct of 4ier hu^nd, ten* 
deredhift l0nidii|>, for a^ i^^tant,thmig^tfi]l) 
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took adv^tage of thi^^iinQment$ of ireifl^c^ 
tion^. cpntiniaed her remoii^tranciss, . and 
hop^d to profit by the iippre^ions, which 
$heflie^t^red. herself she had made on his 
inind. At length recovering himself, I 
kfiow.) omdam, all your system of morality^ 
by heart, 4 truce with sermonizing I beg 
of you, let us live as it suits our disposi- 
tion, that is all I ask of you; he rose at 
these words, hummed an opera tune, ar- 
ranged his neckcloth at the glass, and left 
the room as easy and unconcerned as if 
nothing had happened. 

Shocked at this trifling behaviour in a 
person whose affairs were, at present greatly 
deranged, as amongst Lord Bartlam's other 
vices, he added that of gaming, tp which 



-had beWi under; the -n€4ertityr tif depply 
mortg9gifng;his ^jsutteii ; ( this, itogf^ber w^t]^ 
a :law3iiit($' mlt^kp mc/^ss.(^f w.bicb he de- 
pended (o ' qldai: . hiiP fFotn hb pre&€jip^t 
difficuUiei, was unformo^iely deterniirieti 
against hini. This, added to his gre^ 
losses at play, soured his temper in such ^^ 
manner, that poor Harriet could nolongqr 
support his ill treatment; he proposed a 
sep^rsition, to which she readily agreed, 
and retired to h.er feather's with her jointure, 
which wf($; se^tl^ upon her on her marri- 
age with Lord Bartlam, and which neither 
he nor his creditors had the power to touch. 
Some months after this sepajcation, Lord 
Bartlam was seized uppn by his creditors, 
and thrown into pii$pn. The moment she 
he^rd of bis distress, sHeiW^n.t s^mongst the 



cJhiief of tiiose who bad larg^ denaiub 
igftincrt bfiD) in hopes of obtaimng some 
tbatemem of tbeir debu, but tbey were 
ititxorftble. She next spplitd to a noble- 
nan, to wboin he was considerably indebted 
for money lent, and for play debts, ivhkb, 
amongst tbe fashionable v^rld^ are termed 
debts of hoMur. TUs noble^toim had long 
lieen a passionate admirer of tbe i^ife of 
bis intimale friend, and now cohclilded 
chat he bad it in his power to gratify his 
passion : be received her with tbe greatest 
poHteness imaginable. Lady Bartlam ac- 
^uaiiifled him with the ill success that she 
bad met with, amongst her bnsband's cre- 
ditors ; he inquired what shexouid propose 
in reducing berscflf to misery, to serve a 
wretch, who had u«ed bekr in so ungrateful 
und cruel a manner; for she bad informed 



hk tordsbip thut; sbe pr4>piQ9td : tc^ aeU hn 
jotniure, sml)Wilh the moiety: of 4te m^tifff 
iliiaing ^oimthesak, &be wtowkdl tasfiltt^ 
fy the (fecnaods of bis credfkors^ wd wilk 
(]p($ Cf maitider ta purchase im ^ntnii^ on 
tjbeiE ' jpiiu lj(V!es, wd tp setire, bio lis 
<MVn|Ur]r, wh^q.th^y might Uve wtb de« 
0C^c^ aiiidi &4|gadity 00 a sowH ioecMMb 
M^>aff6ct44 tOr adfnire ber g<&riQrMil)r,i yoC 
btoi9|sd( bf^r pr»CQC!d4ng3. I haw thqug^ 
nadaoii. c;4c4 hf^« o€ a better method of 

robbing ym <»f y<wr jpiiitMii?9 wd tbtt 

)i0i») qiaQT ipj^eitfi 'm th&Krotklr i«Mi a»>gfMt 

ap4 iiiiqiwedl by wbltt^ mpatift btti k»dibip 

cMi of bb difficuM^eisLi It ia lop Mtcr.npii^ 
«IK ch«ififiiig,ti^tiifiei i» dii9g«kc tli€;fi«»- 
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sioh iirhich I have long had' for you. Ye^^ 
my angel! if you will consent to make me 
happy, I will release your husband, pay* 
fill his debts, and put his establishment on 
a better* footing than ever. The pbor^ 
distressed, and afflicted Harriet was s^ 
much shock^ at this indignity, tH^t th& 
wanted words to express s her fesetitmefili 
When she had a little recoverW her sur^ 
prise; Is it- because your lordi^hip is'ac« 
quainted with our misfortunes, thftt ydci 
presume to take so unwarrantable a liberty 
with me? I^ know not "What opinion you 
may: entertain of roe, my lord, but I treat 
ihe baseness: of your offer with all the con- 
tempt it merits! I to6k the: liberty of mak^ 
ing an application ^ to your lordship as tb^ 
M^nd to <L6rd Sar>tlam^ and cAiddr that 
i<fea9 I ^fd nk expect Id be If 6at6d witii 
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iftsolence and contempt* Undeceive your* 
self, madam, said.his lordship, I never 'wae 
the friend of Lord Bartlam, otbef wise thm 
to have more frequently the happiness of 
enjoying your company and conversation* 
Friendship, be assuted my charming Har- 
net, does not exist at present, milkflut some 
wm ta interest; formerly, indeed, people 
were fools enough to sacrifice their happi* 
BMs to a phantom, but in the age we live 
in^ my angel, me live only for oursehest 
Her ladydiip, shocked at such abandoned 
ppsiiciples^ and too provoked to return an 
answer^ got up and left the room; as she' 
yuen% out of die door his loEdship called 
after her; when you are out of these he* 
roics^ madam, and will send me y»ur pro- 
posals, I shall arrange matters to your 
advantage, oi(the plan |hat I haive already 

N 



/ 
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mentioned - to you« Harriet^' overcome 
with grief iapd. i^sentment, ordered 4he 
bacbneyv coach which waited for her, to 
drive.to tbc King*j5:£ench Prison, where 
Lord^fiardam was conQned, determined to 
adhere^to.her first resolution of disposing 
of her . jointure. Lord Bartlam received 
hec with great good humour, and when 
she informed him of her intentioh of disf^ 
pofifiog.of her jointure:, xkatring his debts 
Viih the moiety, and with the. other to pur^ 
cba«e!aadnntiity,on which they might Vm6 
frAigaUy,^ in some retired and chealp place 
10: the C0ttiitry. Nothing could equal his 
grdteful ; . .^.ckBO wlddgnsen ts ; Ibr her great 
generosfcyy and he. begged^that she wotiM 
set ahcmt/itinstantly, .asj;he .began: to be 
h^ar^ik jtiredi . with bis confinemeht. She 
then infonD^d him, in as mild- terms as she 
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could, of the indignity which ajic l^^d re- 
ceived from his friend Lord A— ^— j- and 
the base proposal which he had made, in 
order to pay his debts, and establish bis 
household upon as elegant a; looting «s 
before. Lord Bartlam tlurned .pale at i this 
account, but recovering himself instantly, 
my tiear Harriet, cried he^ I see nothing 
so in&mous in this offers it perfectly agrees 
with the friendly and generous principles 
that I always thought his lordship piQsi- 
sessed. It is too much my dear, corftiniied 
he^ you want us to retire to a cottage^ to 
live like Baucis and Phileoton ; the project 
I confess may be a good one indeed when 
>vre^ure old and have na other resource; 
bui when ihe generosity of his lordship is 
so unbounded— why noi consent Iny dear 
Harriet?— You have now the means in 
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your power to relieve 1116 from this cursed 
inrisoiii «iid to ^ve me an opportunity to 
appear again in the world with eclat, and 
laugh at those scoundrels by whom I have 
been so 91 treaited. Why should we live 
in retirement whilst we have.youth, and 
can once more make a figure amongst the 
great? Come Harriet, I will write to my 
noble friend, and acquaint his lordship 
that you are ready to comply with his 
offers. If you reflect, madam, on the 
ridiculous project of our quitting the worid 
by the sacrifice you make of your jotntut^i 
all the merit will be yours, and we must 
live, t am sunt, in a very confined style, 
as my debts are perhaps infinitely more 
considerable, madam, ^an you may iaui* 
Igine. Oil the contrary, by a few trifling 
favours conferred upon his lordship, yoa 
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vHl have the pleasure of pestoring me to 
my fomier prosperity^ and lo those hiMiOttf s 
proper for a person of my rank* ThiS) 
madam, will be infimtely superiour (faurstt 
ing into a loud laugh^) ^n living ins 
<vHage ujMU lave. 

Poior Harriet was in iisuch a state of in* 
dignant surprise, that ii was with dificulty 
«he could find words to answer him. I am 
ahocked, my loid, to hear huth iniamoul 
principles from the moaih of a man^ to 
whom I am bomid by every tie of duty 
and honour. No sir ! cried she, the teain 
suieaming from her €Ye$; I can live witlgi 
you in pov^ty, but never will with d«^ 
honour. I can bear all the horrors of 
misery with you lor my compamon, but^I 
cannot bear disgrace^ infao^^and contempti 
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I am sbriy, madam, to see you so very 
ungrateful fdr all the favours which my 
noble friend intended to bestow on us ; 
you are : upon stilt's with your affectation 
of virtue, believe me it is overstrained, a 
trifle alarms you. The appearance of vir* 
Cue, madam, will answer your purpose full 
as well as the reality. I would not wish 
to reproach you, but you may recollect, 
madam, that as you brought me no fortune, 
the jointure that you wish to sacrifice to 
6hligc me was my gift; but it is unworthy 
a person of my rank to make you any re- 
proaches for what I have done for you, 
yet, notwithstanding, / think it merits some 
sttention on your part. Consider seri- 
ously, madam, this b^^uble on which you 
let so high a value, of what estimation 
is it in the eyes of the great, who daily 
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laugh at every tie of >virtud and ho- 



nour. 



My prosperity and fumre fortune are 
now in your power; if you wish tb ^make 
me happy, sacrifice this affectation of 
virtue, and oblige my noble friend { <if not, 
madam, you may live with your father, or 
retire to your cottage, as you think proper, 

it is the same to me« 

> 

He finished, and the amiable Harriet 
retired without answering ; she was so over- 
come that before she reached the outer 
gate she fainted away. The keeper hu« 
manely gave her every assistance in his 
power, and when she came to herself, she 
returned to her father's. She then sent for 
her lawyer, and desired him to procure a 
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lial of his knrdslrip's ddits, at the sftine tim^ 
acquainting him with her intentions. He 
procured a Jew broker to give her a sum 
' of mojBey upon iter joinfeure, and the jewels 
which Lord Bartlam bad presented to her 
on hU marriage, which amounted consider* 
ably to more than the moiety of what she 
procured upon her jointure; and what »• 
mained, after discharging his lord^p's 
debts, she set apart to purchase an annuity 
for her life; as she found it impossible to 
jpafs her ^y$ with a maa of sd abandoned 
il character as Lord BarUafli* 

ir\kQ rnomwi the lawyer had procured 
bi0 4iscbar^y and that be was freed from 
bis ci^duots by iihe generosity of his wife, 
be ftfw t(0 thank bar fof her kindness, and 
^o beg of her ip i^inaftn a few days wiA 



^gaip> y^t coni^fMiKl to rmnm tp bu b§iiflfb 
(iU h^ bad fmi uf^PPi s^m^ {i)aiir wbei^fa^jr 

The £m ioMtaniSfi vbieb bf gftve; tif< faifc 

the itlti bia nable frieind vitt.ian;iivvkfi4 
fiiest. This in vkiUJQi^ MdHudraUyv ^uf6 wii* 

fiifiioi)! to the linf^rtJUMte Hftfriet^yMl 

irhM tke Mipper wm r6ioov4d^ to pfcHieMe 

fif bmng ttkcn aoddenly ill^ «bfi .qoitcf^ the 

rrnxm, and leUred to h^ own ckuiber, as 

i«be meas ai^rebansiye fhat tiieijc ^waf a plot 

laid for hftr innocfinfre^ by La^d ^aitlam 

mid bb iA»ckcd )asa(&iate« The stoiyof 
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Oharlottie caitie fresh into her ihifid, she 
Aarred 'her door wilh great caution', and 
for fear' t)f being surprised,' she was d^tef- 
IDfitied not tb undress hetself. Lordr Bart* 
' Ijiiti cam^ iseveral litnt^^ and begged that 
she wdutd'Open the doo^r eind return, to the 
company ; she excused herself, by assuring 
iiiin^ihaEt ^ bad' a violeift headacb, ivhich 
«lust absolutely pfsev^ent' 'her from retutn- 
^g, and that she warned* tiest. She plainly 
perceived thttt>her husband had sold her to 
disgiace aTfid tnJiHiiy ; she continued. walk- 
ing about Her chamber till daylight, wheii 
isfaeimn^edia^ly took refuge at her &ther*8, 
ebbing determined that no persuasions should 
ever again drag her from that sanccuary. 
/rhis prectpiute departure frustrated all 
their f|>rojects, and put an end to their 
ihopes, Hi^ friend Lord A«—^, had not 
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only excused his own debt, but bed g^vea 
him five thousand pounds. Sooiedays 
after she had retired to her fother's, his 
lordship paid he» a visit, but she tefused 
to be seen; be then wrote to her, acquaint- 
ing her that Lord Bartlam had sold h^r to 
him for the above sum, and complaining 
of her cruelty, notwithstanding his long 
attachment to her, and begged that she 
would consent to live with him, which 
would prevent him from proceeding to ex- 
tremities with Lord Bartlam, but that if 
she refused, he would pursue him with the 
utmost rigour of the law. To this infa- 
mous epistle her ladyship did not vouchsafe 
an answer; but Lord Bartlam, dreading 
the effects of his lordship's resentment, 
took the first opportunity to retire to 
France, where he did not long survive his 
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pttcipitate reci%&t froia £tiglifticl^ he mi^ 
wAzed vf^ik a fevei^, «it ftrussd^ owing td 
tome irftgutoritks, w^rth pm M <eiid M 
Alls t^at^er. A fe# dt}^ before he expired 
be wrote Ibe follbwiAg letttt to hU wifc» 

to LADY BARTLAM. 
It is X^ith shame and rtgttij my amiable 
llaitiet, that I reflect on every action of 
my past life; toy unkind and crttel treaft- 
ment of you are amortgst the number of 
those acftions^y ivf^ich <^ovtr me at this mo- 
ment %^ith disgrace atid shaime* 

If I had To^biv^d fbtir advide, my be- 
loved Hai^iet, I had tiot Vallen iM eafi^Iy 
victim to excels ahd e^tirava^nce. I "Wish 
to Hve, not otily to^air4(xiylauks5 htH 



\ 



p^ c^fn vifice you that (ny ^eybs «ive •open td 
your ttietitS) t<d tfiose bY^NiaM vif«ue», Wlik^ 
rtK!m^h my bKHMliieM 'tondemned^ "(he ludd 
ey« of reasoti approved. Seduced by ^ 
ftlse glare '6f< vkt ftiid fo)ly> tny ^eedle^ 
youdi ^fts led ^stvay ) hf ktepitvg Kht cota* 
patiy Off persons who seenied to itiiake a 
{>oiiil of laughing ^t vir^ne^ and rtdic^tikiag 
efvery 'sentiittent tlMft wa^ decent or honrotir^ 
aMe. With fluch iftsuructeH*^ ii4k> I ii^i 
been taught from my infancy to 1)€lievt 
could not err; that their maxims were such 
15 ihe potite ^md elegant {yart >of wmkind 
held in e5«eefii*^iio voniler then^ XMh 
«ytli Ynoni^orS) «hat my yoo^ ^came «i 
«asy pi^y ^ iheir 9tffeiDO»s ^pmdplefr. 

May I prtisotmtj «iy ^eiir Harriet, M 
request that you would waech ^Dv^r ^^oor 
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Charlotte, my cruelty to 4hat unfortunate 
creature, at this awful period, strikes a 
dagger to my distracted mind. I know- 
that my amiable Harriet is all goodness; 
preserve her, and the innocent wretch who 
calls me father, preserve them from infamy ! 
Could I be assured that they were hap- 
py, it would mitigate the pains I suffer; 
for Oh! my baseness and cruelty to that 
young creature, I fear can never be for- 
given!!! 

I dare not ask the forgiveness of my 
Harriet! yet the sweet idea that my me- 
mory at least will not be execrated by her, 
seems to soften the pains I suffer, smooths 
the last moments of my life, and my latest 
sigh will be wafted to heaven for the hap. 
piness of my Harriet ! 
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Adieu! toy strength fails me) tHatyou 
may be happy^ i% the last wish' of 

Your repentant affectionate 

BARTLAM. 

The amiable widow was greatly affected 
at the receipt of this lettt^T) wtikh bttsiii^ht 
with it the account of his deaths a fi^ day* 
after he had written it. She regretted his 
\oisi dot as a husband to whoAi' she was 
attached by toveUnd affectten, but as a 
man whbse fdibles she sincerely j^tiedj 
and though hfs behaviour to her had ren- 
dered him unworthy of her esteem^ yet shis 
mourned his loss with all the sincerity of a 
friend. »! 

To'iHec, Sxoeei Melancholy f will I dedi- 
cat^ the reiMtittiog pages of this work. 
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Sp9eii4' !thy dait stod^ wowbA w^ that 
shade whkh 1 ui vies ! ptea^re ioi sensibk 
mind«:.|jbe^^< t^vs^of scosibtUtytare to the 
$0U) Itke: the ^morning dew that rests upon 
the blushing rose. 



» i ; . V .. ■ ' ( ).. . 



> Swfdt; Mbkqcliol^lbcMs touching arc 
ikx icsiembraiieQfili To 'the Jovei^ «t n 
dUtanoe . from bis Jbek>v(d misttesA. To 
friend^ vfhom dt^tabtL S(9fts :di vide. : T;^ ibe 
tender pa;?eot». abs^t fwm her dtrbng 

iAm }c tn^er itar. Haw pleading are tboie 
njoments ^hw^ aeparMed fi^mi the gajr^ 
the busy wodd^ ^Ci enter ini/d a 4i»cti$iioo 
with ourselves, and examine our hearts 

With what pkwum we recall to our 
Miiidf over)! wordf everf octtong of the 
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.object beloved ;tlie hopes^ ths fiat^si, the 
suspicions^ iheifisarrels^ all are ' preMmt to 
our im;^nation$ and we traice, with heart* 
ifeli satisfaction) every fixture, every 'look^ 
of the person that we love. If criiel death 
has snatched away the object we adored, 
tears even then have their charms, the sad 
remembrance leaves an impression on our 
minds of former happiness, we should per- 
haps , have more cause of complaint if we 
found any pleasure, any amusement, capa- 
ble to console us for the loss we have 
rastained. 

" Hence, vain deluding joys/' 

*' Hail divinest Melancholy!'* 

MILTON. 

Soon after the death of Lord fiartlam, 
«he received, a letter from Mr. Wilson, 



4bt liiiifi^uMl of her finiend Ctaitotie^ tb 

tU^ Aai die fdiysickn soemed «o diespair of 
Ikt life, and tksi sbe irished earfiesilf to 
ioe ber ladyriiip, befisve slie w«s taten froflli 
a ivMki of trouble* Hamet MMnedtately 
obeyed tbc fond jriak of faer dearChaHoieey 
and; vas aei down at her bouse in the 
cotiadry the next evening. She found Mta. 
Wilson ki a bttining fever, attended with 
^evcry bad ayoiptom* The joy ifaac sbe 
-was in at ifac sigbt of her adoned bene£ac- 
tress, her youths and the strength of her 
constitution, got the better of her disorder, 
and in a few days she was declared entirely 
out of danger. 

Her illness was {>artly owing to her 
anxiety and unwearied aitention co her only 
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child Naiha^»i whose wcil; omq tef uitcA 
the constant cftue of aa affe«tmi8iifeiiiodle&r 
The most lendef ^ uiiitfi. ifae< aoiiabk 
Chaflrlotte and her hwhaodi, Sheism giveft 
hirth toa beiag^ ^bo is psnt of hoAh. She 
gives hiok hmftw and ilbf oiifi t he gty«» hi« 
strength and courage. The wife becomes 
a yani moMer,, the husband a 4ei9»^^r /athdry 
and their offspring become mriuws citizens 
ofthewarUr 

These are the delights of martii^el these 
are the virtuous pleasures^ arising from 
glM^fieas of^head^joioedtoi goodcdaca- 
iion--4md (his isr die trUr pietiiffe' oC a kaffji 
IimI^zii^ /-**I>Qcne$IJB. happifws 

•* The richetc bounty of IncTulgent Heaven f* 

TbD anuaUc Harmei was: charmed with 
i^jceobrirf happineas; she lamented her 
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wayward fatev that had deprived her of 
such an enviable lot. Formed by nature 
and disposition for domestic enjoyments, 
she had been, contrary to her own wishes, 
thrown into a sphere of life so entirely 
opposite to the feelings of her heart. 

" Oh, Happiness! our being's end and aim, 
** Good, Pleasure, Ease, Content, whatever 
thy namei 
That something still, which prompts th' 
*' eternal sigh, 
— ■ " For which we wish to live— nor fear to 
\ "die!" 

POPE. 

J 

After the health of Mrs. Wilson was 
perfecdy established; Harriet accepted the 
invitation of this amiable couple, to pass 
the remainder of her mourning with them. 
Their house was situated in a most delight* 
ful spot, an excellent garden, a pleasant 
village, and a good neighbourhood ; these 



THB VHIT0OOS WIFE. 9I 

advantages^ joine<i to her friendship for 
Mrs. Wilson, cictermined her to pass some 
months in this sweet retirement. 

Tht little Nathan iiii{Mroved daily; he 
was a sweet interesting child, and as beau^ 
tiful as his mother: his innocent caresses, 
and his infant prattle, beguiled many tedi- 
ous and metanohpoly Jiours, and- he became 
so fondly attached to Lady Bartlam, that 
he never suffered her to go from the cottage^ 
without making him a companion of her 
daily rambles in the village. 

Whilst Mrs. Wilson was occupied in 
her domestic concerns. Lady Bartlam used 
to saunter into the village, attended by 
little Nathan^ and a faithful spaniel, to 
visit the poor cottagers^ hear the history 



i|f thf iir IJAite wuiis^ ud relieve iheir dis- 
tim^es iQ ihc: ttimmif of hec pow^r* 

An industrious labourer, belonging to 
Mr. WiUoft, who vf 9s^ /mme6i Bdmond^ 
hcff ladyship had oftea* obfieiivod to beat 
t^ sMrks of 4ometbing tuportpw %q hir 
caadiiton. Skc Mi into coiivorsaAion w^iifa 
Irn^ OM day aa be was giwbg hoatie to bis> 
dkifiec^ and sbe begged him lo preseiH her 
U> hi$i mk9.ndi lAMftfiii GdiMni coowm- 
eii wi(i(b gratefuJr pleasucey and> sM faUowed 
bim into a cottage, which wa« hisi habitar 
tion* She there saw a venerable old man, 
bendii^ hewaik the weight of age and 
jnfixfiiuiies, wMUt three infanta were at- 
tempting to. aipuse hin^, by «beir i»aQee«ii 
careascs. Ameaigsi the group was a young 
wcMnacb who wa^ hwily ea^k^ed in the 



I 



cares of die ikm^e, |ire{MiriJigXifas ^dinmr 
for her htsband, ancLiier fa«pi^< :- 

Edflfcond opened a pteM^bkh tmniiied 
kmongst other thmgs, a sack &U of jiaper^ 
and an old swonl You af^ear nacntt^aHi^ 
gca^e^ madans cried he, and it k tt|^ % 
graTc and serious subject that I am abofift 
Hd speidc to yoQ. That old man is mtf 
iadier^ diisis tny wife, presemii^^e yooiig 
woman, and these chiMien are the frtfk^ of 
our union. The sword €hat you see. Was 
worn twenty years by my father, to th^ 
jervibe of his king ,and counliy, and I 
myself lued it in my early years, but being 
wounded ai Bunkers Hilt, I obtained my 
4&cfaBi^e% The papers toniained ik ihfc 
aack, are all tha^ remains of a decent pattt^ 
sdony^ which has been ui^justly taken Stdttk 
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11S5 by wicked SJkd^ppwerJuttnM. I pre« 
serve thesefapefs, madam 5 ast a striking 
proof of the wickedness of mankind, and 
to remind ine that I have nothing- left but 
honest industry, to support my family. I 
have had the honour to serve my king and 
country, I have had the misfortune to lose 
a lawsuit) which deprived me of my fortune, 
but I bless God that I have health, strength, 
and an honest heart; and these blessings 
console me in themidst of my misfortunes. 
I enjoy, likewise, the pleabsing satisfaction 
that by my industry and labour, I support 
an aged parent, my wife, and my children. 
I bring up these little ones as my father 
brought up me; and when age and growing 
infirmities shall have weakened my strength, 
and rendered me incapable of earning my 
living, these dear . children will uke the 
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sume care of me, that I now take of their 
grandfather. At that instant his family 
surrounded him, and embraced him with 

i 

that innocent tenderness, which can only 
be felt by those who havq been witness to 
scenes like these. 

The tender Harriet was greatly affected 
by these traits of nature. Those who have 
never entered the cottages of the poor, 
are ignorant of the instruction they might 
procure by a studied observation of those 
in a middling line of life, they will there 
oftener find noble and virtuous sentiments 
injispired by simple nature, than in the 
mansions of the rich, adorneid with all the 
vain omamenis of gilded pageantry. 

In amusements like these, did Lady 
Bartlam spend her time during her resi- 

8 



^o\Ud: e^jfiitei t^ laughjerj ^nd ncjiftilh of 

\^^. aljQxe , tjje. fa^ipp^l^le. fpwgf of rf)fi 
gre^t Vfpi;ld;- ^c,l;yi^d,for ojhfijs^ ai|ji;nol| 
alone for herself, she felt h^r tten^^r. b^a^r;t. 
would bleed for the distresses of an humble 
villager, auid often, with tears, she kmented 
the narrowness of her fortune, which de- 
prived her of the power to relieve indigent 
merit* Wbeiv the business of the fftmily 
would permit) Gharlotte used to attend 
her friend in tbe^ charitable excursions. 
It was'in^ one of uhesej that Gharlotte led 
her to the cottage of an^ old couple, who 
werd' past their laboiir, and lived ' on a 
small aHowaiKei from. the parish. TMese 
old peqple had seen h^etter days, but pbyerty 
came up[on them, at a time when they .were 



le^s 4l)l<e Id ^ttliggfe ligiiAst ^it, aft; a iWst 
when age Mfd infitmitit^ begdii Ifo f ^M^i' 
tb^rti iticapaible ^f g^«k!hg tli^lr tt^ead by 
hk^fM'ii itldii^tryi Tke inan yfki VSU borh^ 
haid i^ceiv<^il aA lifiiveirsity ddutktioH^ iaH^ 
W^^ r^lliark^blt Ibf hk sehs^ drid abiliUes ; 

hi» wife was ^rt huoibte t^tug^^s sH^ had 

beto bandsdniite isi h^i: youth; he U\\ id 
love wkfa helr^ aiid t^airH)^d ¥kTj t^nltAty 
w the advii^^ 6( his frieiidi, ifhditi bWri 
idiftfertyflfei refld^red tbfecti lHeaf)a(bte * b^ 
affording iMm ktiy Hs^UkAh^^i arid beitig 
wivrillihg td lik^ btd^ts^ as his f>iellds 
were unable to ftbfeMft hi& a Uviti^ ; h§ 
took a small farm, and lived very comfort- 
aMy \ifm iht pfddyte df their jbiHt la- 
boutii utlti) ^im^ yeatfs ^^st^ they had th^ 
ii»sfbiftildei to k>^ gf^^t ^rt 6f tb^if stdck^ 
hf a didd#dtf b#^klng dtit amongst their 



( 
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cattle; tMs, with a long and severe illness, 
brought their affairs into so bad a way^ 
that their farm, stock, &c. were sold to • 
pay their debts, and the parish was under 
the necessity of maintaining them. Lady 
Bartlam did not leave these worthy people 
without letting them feel the effects of her 
bounty • Mrs. Wilson, ever since she 
came into the neighbourhood, had been 
very kind to them, they always had their 
Sunday's dinner at the farm, which, toge- 
ther with some other small donations, from 
time to time, made them live in decentj 
and comfortable poverty. 

On their return home, Charlotte expa-^- 
tiated on the amiable character of the old 
man, and shewed her friend two letters, 
one of them written to his mother during 
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the time of his beiag at tolbge^^ the other 
contained her answer) j)6th . written in a 
style of simplicity^ which; I am sure^ con- 
tinued Mrs. Wilson, will give pleasure to 
your tender feelings. 

MY DEAR AND AFFECTIONATE MOTHER. 

I am greatly concerned at hearing of the 
unkind and cruel behaviour of my brother, 
and of the wicked courses that he has taken* 
All that I can do for him, is, to pray to 
the Almighty to pardon him, and to give 
him the grace of repentance* My late 
father gave him excellent advice, which he 
always treated with contempt. 

But you, my dearest mother, the misfor- 
tunes that you are reduced to, pierce m^ 
to the heart, and have already cost me a 
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woiid of tears, I faare sent j^oii^ my diM 
motfaetr, all that 1 possess^ feake it, and tnay 
k comfort yoa in your distress. I have 
sold the superfluous part of my book^ 
and my mathematical instruments^ and am 
sorry that I am not able to send you more. 

I never reflect but with filial latitude, 
on the many obligations which I owe to 
you. Let me hear frequemly from yoat 
Put your trusty my dear mother, in the 
God of widows and orphans, and be as^- 
sured that he will never abandon you. 

I am, bless God) in perfect health, afiid 
am, to the last moment of my life, with 
the most lively remembrance^ 

Youf most hmmbter 

and affectionate Son« 



I 
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Ch thoU) the Gonspbuon^ ai)d ibe^iij^^pi^M 
<^ iQ^r okliagf: ! thojUyiRif onjyr cbik^tanaA) 
which isrkft me m this, life Ir^^Wbtit shail 
( ^a)f tOr tbeei— How sbaU I th^k^ thm 
^ what! thou, b^ist idoim fcM^ ipal; The ^eafai 
of. ^y afFeistipi^|$s incHb^r^v idic! ifaq^« ^ 
which you may perceive on ll»4 :p8^p(}iP» 
will be dearer to thee than all that I can 
s^.*^*— Wrby/is it. not {|«irn^t^d.fn0 te.press 
th^: tO; my ho^oBp^ my? dc^r^ my amiM>}9 
GbU4J.-«* A^(^ distress,,: and ^i^f) ihayci 
whitened myihMf 9,^d Jby cimuri4all)^wi9ep» 
i^gi fQFi the. exce&ieii» o£ thy unCononiaio 
bfrothiSf 9, my^ey esiare. heeame idioi attdweah* 

» 

Bui ihovt4^ my) deftrest:dbUd,. tboufbaat 
hrighbened: my h«>pes|.an4idijn tcndsnlcilcar 
has renewed my youths 
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Be blessed for ever my worthy son! my 
liatst sigh shall be wafted to heaven fo^ a 
blessing on thee. Think how that departed' 
saint, thy father, will rejoice when I meet 
him in heaven, and tell him what a son we 
have left' upon earth. I forget the grief 
occasioned by thy unfortunate brother, 
when I think on thee. 



You have sent me more than I have 
occasion for, considering the short time 
that I have to live. You have deprived 
jr^urself of your greatest treasure, in order 
to relieve me. Oh, when I think of that) 
it cats me to the heart. I cannot proceed, 
my tears flow so fast, I cannot see what I 
inrtite-?— Oh I that I could once more fold 
tlite to my heart, to that heart which is 
filled with thy image ! 



THE VIRTUOUS WIFE. 103 

Great God!^ — ^Let me once again fold 

him to my heart, and I shall expire with. 

joy .-—Adieu, be happy, be always happy I 

— I am, to the last moment of my life) 

thy 

Affectionate Mother. 

The amiable widow found frequent op- 
portunities of employing her liberality^ 
and giving pleasure to her sensibility. 

In one of her morning walks, with her 
little companion, she overtook an infirm 
old man, who had fallen beneath the weight 
of a burden which he carried. : The sack 
contained bread, flour, and other provi- 
sions. Lady Bartlam approached the old 
man, and : offered her feeble assistance to 
raise him from the ground, and to help 
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htm fd^ee the bullion tl^on bi^ back, 
Ihim wlftAteiiliad fatten; hUkgiiretii Med 
iiYMkr fahn firbm the weight bntl th« fatigue 
^y cb lit Yoid QtMfoi^iie^ She begged him 
to stop and rest himself for a short tiMe, 
till he had irecbVcr^d ftt^Hi hte fatigue. He 
answered her in a tone of extreme grief, 
aft^^! tiiltd'ath, I dart^ hot stay^ iny [ioor 
cfeHldfeti art dyihg With hunger. Tfifese 
wordfi ^d& an ihipre^sibii on the tjtiiid ^f 
the tender Harriet, she looked at the ve- 
mfah\e cA^ it3^v ^ saw hitt ^&k, knd 
mik^lated, ^inklfig uiidet tb^ l^igbt ^f 
i^tt Ciitt mt foiit te^, aS&id'^W t^ 

&i«s BtiH I wilt try t^' as^i^t y^'^ Voii ktc 

very gdtdd^ miuld^ wk\fdr€4 6e ^ ^ is fi€it 
ilsual \v^tii i^eriQM df <ydter efejgiMit ap)^&r- 
<aiioe vo mwrta^^tto^We^kk the dfetrfe^^^s 
x)fthe!pdor: t\it mh gtn^^allyl^rn It^ii 



every objf fli of 4istT^s$ msh 4is4^jn;' t^y. 
(fcj^pW tbp qnteppyi ^mI tPTO mh w4tfr; 

The rifib wdn rte«mblf s ihpfi^ vqr3Giatt^ 
pli^tf wbiftb t%hf *M^^y 4U QjQurUbw^oi) 

rcfq^e tj(i iiflpprel th^m sh»fl<i froin th^ m^ 
tp b^vf kPQWn <ii»trefi*5 ^nd yet y^u Iqa4 
ri^wftrd yi*u for yQ»r gppdaewl wb§nyiQtt« 

&Wfrqi|i\4fj4 with th<m^hn poi^s* aeniin 

iQftPner ttey ^dvMfj^d tewanis bis dwjlUog, 
A smaU forni, ciuUiM^ted by my qwp hwdii,s 
mftdfLmi WAS fiy ^y fortjim:, brav^n bless-^ 
Qd foft vitb 4 ^6D» wbd lefl iQe at an early. 
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period, to seek, in foreign clinies^ that 
content which he fancied was to be found 
at a distance froth home; After a few 
years of toil, he found the blessings of a 
quiet life superiour to the bustle of the 
world, and returned to the bosom of a fond 
father. He married the daughter of a 
neighbouring cottager^^ by whom he has 
two sons. A long and tedious illness has 
brought them to the brink of the grave ; in 
order to furnish necessaries for their sick- 
ness, I have been constrained to sell almost 
every thing we possessed. I this morning 
left my son and daughter, to seek provi- 
sions in the neighbouring village for my 
poor grand-children, who are perhaps ex- 
piring with hunger* For my children, I 
fear alas, e*er this, they have paid the debt 
of nature. You see, madam, that thatched 
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cottage, pointing to his habitation, it il 
distant fronn any neighbourhood; there is 
the asylum^ ivhere, for more than fifty 
years, 1 have lived contented and happy/ 
Alas! my misfortunes only arrived with 
old age; yet in that cottage,,! hope to die 
with my grand-children, they I hope will 
close my eyes. I am now going to pay 
the last tribute to the remains of my dear, 
my affectionate children, and it will not be 
long, I hope, before I join them in the 
grave. At present my little ones want my 
assistance. -^ No! I will never abandon 
them, the small force that I have left shall 
t^ spent for them ; whilst Iliave any heat 
I will warm and nourish them in my bosom. 
« — Yes, my unfortunate children^ I hear 
ycAir cries, I come, my sweet innocents, as 
fast as my age and weakness will allow me, 
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I cQlne tQ ^^st yon* In fiajishing thme 
voc4$9: the old vam qqickeMd his paoe^ he 
8f ciwed IP h^ve «€qiured new force; he 
pi:^s$C(} hef band ¥?itii a swt of violence, 
bjs cye3 yeifc filled wiib l«jr«» lh«y were 
fi;Ked upon hts eotfiige) and expre^sdl UiiQ 
s)^n$ibility with which hi$ $oul ytm ^tai^d* 
Her Udyship >^a^ so affeciied with thi» 
^In^pte t^e, that t6ar$ were the ohiy tn^wer 
^h^t i^he cQutd give lo th^ respectable old 
vm^. A% Icjngiih they arrived at the cot^ 
t^ge, where the fir$t object that pres^ejfit^d 
itself vas the two children, the eJdcut of 
vhich was noit i^oore than ^u years. ol^ 

disputing for a dry crwst of brown bread, 
Vfhich they bad found by aciciden^* The 
poor oM w»o embraced iheni with the 
Vin^o^t affeci^on>f pre^isiD^ them u> bi9 
br^a^, his «yet jiwi«m»iQg in tear^^ God 



bi^ rii^rtiftei 15 you idj/ ghil^reni ttftid ht^ 
his baAtk lifted u^ td benven, ^hd %he t^Mk 
filUngiit> tfct fufr<»wS df his aged tti^ek^. 
After b^ggittg that Hai^ritt <«r6uM ht is6 
gCKyd^^ td iktisiy tile cmifag ^p^tiht^ ^ 
ttU3^6 UnfortoMte chilthtii "^ith bte^d k<ifl 
milfk, h& nan ihtd ^fi iMM a^iai'tnitifit, Wfatlt 
kifi sigb^^nd k^d^&mittrdhsi^dbiigbVe HatlfiM 

td infid^rstmil thftf M^ ehildit:^ h^ti c^^ed 
M be. Aft^r Ifa^e pmt ^i^tts^ or][)1lMte 
iiad^^aiufkd %heiir hufyg^iT) slhie v^nt td in- 
t|Qite llttt «he ^d tiEito i »he fouhd hitb dfi 
iii& ktic^fis beforcttie bodks <>f Ms <}e^akt€^ 
thildi^ii; Sht begged him to be tdtttfohed, 
«tid t4^ aet^pi df What assbttoce vas^n Mr 
power to render him and the poor orphaii^, 
and assured him, with tears, that she would 
Im affHdtbtft to itteM. Ttie i^es^tt4ble 
Hid fiyttf|«oitiiM'diity«A^et9«6^ gtokrts 
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of anguish. After b^ had recovered biiii- 
self from the first agonies of his grief, O 
my children, cried he, why have you. left 
me ! alas, when I united you together, I 
little thought that I should live to follow 
you to the grave !— Vain projects, flatter- 
ing hopes, you have deceived me: — you 
have nothing now to complain of, it is I 
alone who have reason to grieve; you are 
quiet, you are happy, you have now no 
cares. I will beg of heaven to grant me 
health, that I may live to succour these 
helpless, these distressed orphans, which 
you have left me. Here he ceased, and 
wiped away the tears from his swollen 
eyes. 

Lady fiartlam, wbo^e agitation, and 
whose sensibility nothing could e<)ual, was 
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affected beyond measure at this scene of 
distress. Dry up your tears, thou worthy^ 
thou amiable old man, and look up to me 
for protection, be assured that though my 
fortune does not enable me to do great 
things^ yet my wants arc but few^ and I 
can spare sufficient to render you and these 
helpless orphans comfortable and happy. 

Ah, madam! cried the good old man, 
kind heaven has been very bouhtiful to 
me, in sending you to the relief of these 
poor, these innocent children. The Al- 
mighty has given you a good and charitable 
heart, the greatest present that he could 
bestow on you; to promote the happi- 
ness of others, madam, i% to be happy 
ourselves! 
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i ■ 

She gave him ber address, and after 
protnising 10 see him the next day, she 

kissed the little innocents, and took h^ir 

* 

leaver 

UarrieC, during her walk home, was 
occupied with the pleasing idea of relieving 

r 

this worthy old mao, replaicing him in his 
farm, and putting the children under the 
care of wftie good iivomaili who would 
instruct them as far as their infant abilities 
were: capable^ until they were of a proper 
age to be sent to school* 

When she came home, she iliformed 
Charlotte of her adventure, who wept with 
her, at the recital of the distresses to which 
she had been a witness. As the old maa 
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was aii inhtbitant of si oeighbouring i^sh^ 
the distresses of thia poor bmi\y Iriid nevcc 
come to her knowledge. :' ' 



f 
1 I 



'■. The next day Lady Bartlam provided 
a proper nurse for thei poor or^hansy who 
was likewise to act as a manager for the 
old man. She then tniploxed Mr. Wilson 
to procure what farming utensils were ner 
cessary; to buy a cow, two horses^ and 
every thing requisite to husbandry. The 
poor man, with a grateful heart, blessed 
his kind bei^£ustjress»i whilst the innoctot 
orphans lisped out ibeir dnnks to their 
kind and geiieroos friend. . 

Mo my dear Charlotte, said Lady Bian- 
lam to her friend, in one of their evening 
walks, be assured that the happiest man is 
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be who is > contented with a little, who 
lives with! simplicity, and is nourished with 
those aliments that are most agreeable to 
nature. A cottage, the fruits of the earth, 
and a limpid stream, is the style in which 
our forefathers lived. 

In general, my beloved Charlotte, the 
rich are spoiled by the superabundance of 
the blessings of this world. Ask the poets 
which is the most envied character ; they 
will tell you it is a shepherd, who accom- 
panics bis flute to the innocent songs of 
his beloved shepherdess, situng beside him 
on the verdant turf. A small cottage, a 
murmuring brook, a meadow enamelled 
with flowers, which he plucks to adorn a 
favourite lamb, to present to the imstress 
of his afiections. 
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Whilst they amused themselves in this 
mjuiner^ they heard the voice of one com- 
plaining ; they approached the place from 
whence they heard the voice, and saw a 
young woman setting al the foot of a tree, 
resting her bead upon her hands, and sigh^ 
ing in the inost piteous manner; she, had 
by her side a yoiing child, who seemed 
desirous to console her, by her innocent 
careisses. Charlotte was surprised to see 
that it was the wife of a farmer in the 
neighbourhood, who was generally esteem- 
ed rich. Greatly shocked at her situation, 
she went up to her, took her by the hand, 
and kindly inquired the cause of her grief, 
and if she could be of any service to her. 
I am much obliged to you Mrs. Wilson, 
cried she, but you cannot render me any 
assistance ; my griefs are of such a nature 
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thic there is dq Temedy for them. In 
saying these words, she hid her face in l^r 
hands^ and wept bitterly. What can be 
the matter, cried she, what misfortune can 
be the cause of this excessive grief» have 
you lost any of' your children, or has any 
thing happened to Mr. Johnson? She 
sighed: Alas! Mrs. Wilson, my grief arises 
from the cruelty and inj ustice of my hus* 
band. I do not know whether you re*- 
oaember my brother Sims ; I beHeve that 
he had left the country before you were 
married. We were brought up together, 
and loved each other with a mutual aflec^ 
tion; he did not approve of my marriage 
with Mr. Johnsois, as he thought he was a 
man whose temper would not make me 
happy. My father died soon after^ and 
his fortune and effects were to be equally 
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divided^baiMiiuf brother and myself. 
Tliik divisioii made a violent dispute bt* 
tween my hasbaiid and him, tfaey were 
detormined tbat the lavr should tlecidti 
their difference* My husband was castf 
this loss, togedier witli the decision in 
favour of my brother, provoked Mr* 
Johnson in such a manner, that fae insisted 
. 2 should never see os speak to him again* 
As I loved my brother with great affecdon^ 
this order was like death to me, I <cri6d 
without ceasing, and interceded with my 
husband to permit me once more to see 
my dear brother, but he was inflexible^ 
I wrote to him, to inform bim of the cruelty 
of this order, and begged of him not to 
attentipt to see me, as Mn Johns^Mliad 
tfareateded me with his hatred^ if I disb*- 
beyed him* 
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My poor brother was so afflicted at this 
prohibition, that he wrote me a very affec- 
tionate letter, therein he informed me, 
that he could not bear to remain any longer 
in a place where he was deprived of seeing 
me, and as he did not wish to provoke my 
husband to treat me ill, he was determined 
to quit the country, and go to sea; that he 
had an offer to go a trading voyage to 
Genoa and Leghorn, and that he intended 
to purchase a share in a vessel, and put his 
money into trade* 

I heard nothing of this dear brother for 
some years, till about a month since, I 
received a letter from him, to acquaint me 
that he had been cast away, and had the 
misfortune to lose every thing that he pos- 
sessed, that it was with great difficulty 
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himself, ^he pap^^in^ at|4 t^p pf t|i(B sailprs 
}^a() qscape4 wftl^ thpir lives, ((^s^t hif $l>ip 
and the rest pf t^e cipw ba4 p^rishpfli 
withoijf being ^ble tq s^ye apy thing ejccepj 
th^ clpth^s they wftre; that ^ y^ very 
ill with the br(ii§e$ hi? h^^ TP^eiyed, j^ut ^ 
spon as bp ly^s ahJc t9 tF^v^l, h§ «ro«l4 
epniriyc spipe inisan^ pf seeing q^. 

It is qeedless tp infpriB yPUi Mrj?. Wi!-^ 
fpp, bpw thM letter distres^e^* i«e, but J 
>was obliged tp w^isp in priydt.e9 lest I 3bp!i|14 

i 

laake my busbiind sujspect tb^t I held <» 
correspondence with my pnfprtjipate brpr 
ther. Yesterday, a friend of his who lives 
in the ncKtvillngp, cginc tp Infprm me 
that my brother Saoi w^s at his house, 
but in so popr and xniserabl^ 4 condition 
that k% had scarcely my thiog to coyer 



I 
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« 

him. ' Myr heart was ready to break at 

this intelligence, and I flew to him with 

what little money I had by me, unknown 

to my husband, to buy him linen and 

other necessaries, I found him so pale 

and altered that I scarcely knew him. 

The meeting was very tender on both sides, 

» 
for we love each other with the greatest 

sincerity imaginable. I cried, and begged 

that he would not think of removing till 

his health was established, and that I would 

isee him from time ta time, and bring with 

me what assistance I could, without the 

knowledge of my husband. 

I balanced with myself on returning 
home, whether it would not be better to 
acquaint Mr. Johnson with the whole 
truth, and to tell him of the visit which I 
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h^d just. made, and of the misfcH'tiine and 
distress of my poor ^brother. , I flattered 
myself that the situation he wa$; in would 
act upon his feelings, and soften the hatred 
he had conceived against him. Alas ! some 
enemy, to my repose had.already acquamt- 
ed him with the arrival of my brother, and 
of the visits that I had made hina. 

• .■»-." ' ■ I 

The ndoment he saw m^? he (lew into a 
most viplent passion, made me the most 
cruel reproaches, that I was an enemy to 
my family, that I had neither respect or 
love f6r him, and that I cherished a serpent 
ia my bosom, that only wanted the power 
to sting him. Frightened at his reproaches, 
and alarmed at the violence of his behavi* 
our, I ran out of the house, he followed 
me, with rage in his countenance. . Go, 
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ungritefiil ifttlchi cAtd te, go^ ftiid deV^r 
iti Mt ^fee yoii a^in, go tb youi- brblhfef, 
irhbdi you ptefer to ibe^ and liVfe with bits 
in tnisery ahd {^o^i^tly. 

« 

I rah from Biih as fii^t ds tuy fcttrengtti 
would peritait me, and this dear child toU 
lowed me. 1 sat down at the foot Of this 
tree, to give vent to my tears, and brood 
over my misfortunes. She finished^ and 
iakikig the child iii her arn^s, she gave fltll 
scopis to heir tears* 

Mrs. Wilsoh And bet friend did all in 
ihe^ilr power to (console hi^r in htt afflictiOA; 
Rec^aih htri^ sfaid Harriet, and Wfe will gd 
and try to appeasb the fury of your h^^- 
band. Go, cried ^h^ sobbing, ^p^lrhai^s you 
may have sufficitot itiAuiihce ovethitni t6 



dikd aitf&lftilll^re bmibst*. 

♦ ■ • 

him Wftlking liboui Iti ptki agiUtidti <!)f 
mind) ^ith tfareig ydung thlMfeh v^hb Weft 

wedping mutid him^ ^liid beggfi^g Mtb hot 

to be angty with thei^ i^t nidtheh 

Wilhdai t^teteiHling to be ^t^udfotdd 
wilh dbie cius^, they lAqtilred kindly aftet 
tlii wifew Sht iis g6Ae^ cried he with ^h 
kit of dktrkciioh^ she hli^ left tiie) to fdl- 
low he^ I^dlhef^) Whdm shfe is cohViiic^ed 
llifat I hkte tand dbteiU Th^ tW<> fifiehds 
b^gedi llkt He would tompose himself, 
md intfdm th^m ^f Ihe causie of hi^ r^- 
temiftiikt. 
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My wife, continued he, Jhas a btother, 
whom she has loved from her infancy, he 
is a worthless youpg man, who vranted. to 
prevent my marriage with his sister^ assur- 
ing her that I was ill tempered, and of a 
severe and jealous disposition* Notwith- 
standing the character he gave me, his 
sister loved me, and we were married, in 
spite of his malice and ill humour. When 
my father-in-law died, he made an equal 
division of his property, between his son 
and daughter ; he thought proper to dis- 
pute our right,, and the affair was tried a4 
the county sessions, and I lost the suit 
and costs. Judge if I have not sufficient 
cause to hate a man who has pursued me 
with unabated malice, like the bifterest 
enemy. Since which he has been some 
years abroad, and has lately had the^inis- 
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fortune to be shipwrecked, and lose all his 
propercy, and within these few days he has 
returned home poor and naked. The mo- 
ment that my wife heard of his arrival, she 
flew to assist him, and has had the cruelty 
to rob her own children to supply his 
wants. I confess that I could not hear 
this with any degree of patience ; my rage, 
and my resentment, have carried me per- 
haps too far, for in my fury I have turned 
her from the house. Now my passion is 
abated, I find that I love her more than 
ever : our union has been one continued 
source of happiness, till this wretched 
brother, whose arrival has robbed me of 
my quiet, and my peace of mind. 

Your situation, my good friend, said 
Lady Bartlam, I confess is cruel, after * 



1$0 T^B vntTnon^ w^> 



Mvii^g «BJqy,fcl the cl^vw of w bwpy 

having fbunfl, fpr vMny yca^rh » iwdw 
friend, ^ fj^UhfuJ wife, siR<^ 9n 9,f[t^aof»m 
g^o|h?r; <ft bp depovf 4 »t pope, pf all |hi9i$ 
ppmfp^, is iu^ gfl^cting stroke, Yoqir 
^hi^tW° ffiW«t app(»»r tp ypu, npw, « 
frightfpl def^irt, it w^Rts, ^lasl ^ijif pleasing 

yqur iafli<:ttqn ypji lyiH V^M Aft f:pfpfor( 
flf f^n ^fFjpicMao^ wife, to ish4jE:e youf 
^f^b)^«, wjijxfh wflrc; hfjf flininistiefl when 

yoi^v^awpt ?iJope ^qjpy the teajitie^ pf 
the creaiiof^ ^ vjiefl iijgbt, jsil^nf^, 
land solitude surrounds you, you will then 
im^ i\m W?pt pf hep i:9m9mywd isriivcn- 
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Wh€i» you ttiwn lo ywus homfii ypd 

will find a melanchckty void, you^irll rq4 
approach yoi^r thresbord vith> that joy ^ as 
wbeii you were welcomed ^iHeh tl^ obaerful 
voice of your atffectiohatd wile^i vrfap was 
accustonHed to meietr you 'With ouilba. Even 
the fond caresses of your }iiniocei>t cbifldrM 
will lose half thm pkaaore, v^M you dd 

« 

fiiot partake of cheM wkk theif dearindtbeiftf 
Perhapsy ooniinui^ her ladyship, ymithiivi 
DO fcrather of sister; youl ser& theflefoi^ 
ignpnmt of thp^e tmdef oies 0f Mttirey iii 
those affectionate Mlatioos^ yommftintm 
dbem, and agmdaibk 00 yaur owtt ae^MH*!, 
$hs fekHs a^sacriftce to the Idve and* dut^ 
whidh ibe o^es CO hei^ bpothet. Kclfl^^ A 
moment (m^ the erinde she hiis noMi^fnitt^d: 
abelbved biKMdier^^deprived by aiiavoidabte 
misfortunes, of the honest gains of his iii^ 

u 
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dustrioiis labour, i^ick, and without help, 
from whom should he expect relief; but 
from the child of his mother, who was 
nourished, perhaps with the same milk, 
and partook of all the tenderness of so 
near a relation. It was the powerful voice 
of nature, the voice- of humanity, which 
obliged your amiable wife to act as she 
has done. She has followed the most 
delightful feelings of the human heart, 
she has lent her generous assistance to 
h0r sufferiag and unhappy brother, a 
brother who is dear to hen Can you 
deprive diese sweet children of such 
a worthy, of such an amiable parent; 
}ook upon them, see them lift up their 
Ifttle hands, and ask you to forgive their 
mother; look at them^ and your heart will 
relent 



THE VIRTOOUS WIFE. 129 

Ah, oiadam! this is too much, Where is 
she (-—Where is they wife thlt I find I love 
with the fond rapture of a lover! — Thd 
two fronds led him to the place where, 
they bad left Mrs. Johnson, she was still 
in; the same position, weeping over her 
childv.. The instant he saw her, O my 
dearest wife^ cried he, embracing her, for- 
give my rage, it is past, and my heart is 
yours for ever. Yeis my dear husband, I 
have forgotten it all, this kind embrace 
convinces me of your returning love. In 
this manner they arrived at the house, 
pouring forth their grateful thanks to the 
two friends, for the. interest they had so 
kindly taken to reconcile the husband 
to the kind and affectionate mother of bis 
children* 



Tht Children gathered r€»&nd iheir ttidther, 
and tjipt^tdsed liieir joy l>y tears and tm* 
bratcs. At length Mr, Johhsoti bi^oke 
Alienee ; I have sent dM cif the ^^nrants^ 
my dear, cried he^ to bFing yoUr brother ; 
from this infant I ronoonee my batr^ t6 
him, and will embrace him with all the 
skicerity of a friand and brother i this wor« 
thy lady has convinced me of the ^nxthy 
of my behaviour to him. 

Mr. Stms soon after arrived, he wad 
decently dressed, but pale and wasted, as 
if he had beevi long ill. Mr. Johnaon ran 
and took him affectionately by the hatid, 
the hatred that I bad conceived against 
you, my dear bt^d^lher Sam^ is at an end, 
by your misfortunes, and we will, for th^ 



shall be set apart to T4p}i{p the lo^es^ ihait 
you have sustained. 

Thm ytf&tig^'lMti wa[s edttfotitid^ mi 
astonished I he f^m^iied for soibd ttmt 
iriihout vatGt md motkmk At tetigtb^ 
when he recovered hiitiselfs he feU oti bift 
bf other's ne^kt pfl^doti rtMS) (^H€d h^i if I 
have unjustly disliked you; until this tac^ 
ment I was never acquainted with your 
virtues. He then embraced bi« si«ier and 
the children) who we|)t aloud at this happy 
reconciliation. 

Mrs. Wilson and her friend felt t be joy 
of these worthy pe^ple^ and left th^m mdi 
that hean-felt satisfaction, arising only in 
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Vy ^he deg^iice of l^r pes^ apd^ m^m^; 
bee 4rej»<« v^ «iipple, nqi ib^, indefifatc 
4:ostmne of the pxii^fDt fashion bin th^ of 
^ modest awl cb^sie «i^tro»; l|^ ^e$$^ 
^i^pie ^s H v^ haid si^eb ^ttroaiojiiy tb«t 
h,i^ lordship^ b^$inm fa^einfit^di wHhr hear 
beauty, he bowed with j^e^^o^ aodaddrci^ 
sing her at the same time — 

faw of 0¥r oMiKkra^line Wdm emfhsj 
tbeim^lves^ %o $uek adfYMtf ge 0» yoo do, 
l&ad^ixi^; to vi$u the si^k, imdt to relieve 
the dis^re^isa^ of ^^ poacy arq tm^ amongst 
the virtn^es of the present d;^)f» but y^u ase 
9k p^oof, that Q^rifl ai^ b(?iiMy have not 
%oiA\\yf tabsG^ tb^ii? AJgM &Pfn wm^g^ us< s 
tbe coij^ges of the: poor Have seldom aiijr 
charms for the rich, Uadl ifOiiitf]r«i s% 
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answered Lady Bartlatii) any $hare in the 
distribution of the trifles, which my con- 
fined means enable me to bestow, I might 
be pleased with these compliments, from 
one who gilds the pill of flatter^, with the 
pleasing charm of politeness. 

Lord Derwent was struck with admira- 
tion, he had never, in his travels, or since 
his return, seen any woman, who seemed 
to him, so perfectly formed to promote 
his happiness ; he requested to be permitted 
the honour of attending her home; and 
when she stopped at Mr. Wilson's farm, 
he took leave, and pursued his walk. 

He inquired, in the village, the name of 
this agreeable stranger, who appeared to 
him to be an assemblage of every charm 
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that could adorn human nature, in fine, 
she appeared in his eye, to be every thing 
he could wish and desire; if her character 
answered his strict inquiries, be flattered 
himself, that in her he had found the 
woman that was destined to make him 
happy. The praises of Lady Bartlam, 
were the theme of the surrounding neigh- 
bourhood, every tongue was loud in doing 
justice to her charms and modest merit. 
The more he heard, the more he was con- 
vinced, that she was the woman formed to 
make him a happy husband; and if her 
beauty at first captivated him, her sense 
and modest merit made a complete con- 
quest of his heart. Her ladyship was 
liberal in the praise of the stranger who 
had accompanied her home; she inquired, 
of Mrs. Wilson, who he was, as she was 
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at the door, and had saluted him on his 
quitting her. 

• 

A most worthy anci amiable man, re- 
plied Mrs. Wilson, the Lord Derwent, 

the only son of the Earl of B , who 

lived at Derwent Park, a few miles distant 
from the village, that his lordship was very 
lately returned from his trayels, was greatly 
esteemed as a very affable, polite, good 
humoured, and a most accomplished noble- 
man. 

For several days, he had the pleasure to 
meet Lady Bartlam, in her rambles to the 
neighbouring cottages, and in tbat time, he 
took the liberty of informing her, that her 
beauty and merit had made so deep an im- 
pression on him, that he oould not withstand 
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the pleasure of assuring her, that he was 
entirely devoted to her service, and the 
business of his life would be to convince 
her, that unless she would do him the 
honour to accept his hand, he should be 
miserable. 

Lady Bartlaro, with blushes, thanked 
him for his good opinion of her, but in, 
formed him, that she had no intentions of 
changing her condition; her income was 
so confined, that it was barely sufficient 
for living in the closest retirement. She 
likewise added, that the approbation of the 
earl was necessary, as he, no doubt, wished 
to marry his son to a lady pf noble birth 
and fortune, for the only remaining heir of 
an ancient family. No, madam, replied 
Lord Derwent, the earl, my father, is not 



c 
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one of thosjc p^rept$9 w|^q wistlii |o sacnfic^ 
the happiness of their cbildr^p, for the Srak^ 
of riches. He is^ npt unc^cqu^intecl with 
your merit and he^uty^ and the v^orld,, my 
dear n^adaro, speak with rapture of your 
charms, and your virtue; and I am well 
convinced, that my father will think him- 
self highly honoured, if you will condes- 
cend to distinguish his son with your 
smiles. 

Lady Bartlam was above affectation, th^ 
approbation of the earl was a circumstance 
ihat gave her great pleasure, for she was 
not a.sh^iped to confess that Lord Dervent 
was the only man she could ever love; 
her marriage with Lord BarUam was a 
match of convenience, and not of love^ lo 
satisfy the ambition of her father, who did 
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not think it necessary to consult his daugh- 
ter's feelings in the choice of a husband. 
Lord Derwent kissed her hand with rap- 
ture, and promised that his father should, 
the next day, pay her a visit at Mr. 
Wilson's. 



\ 
\ 



It is needless to say, that the earl was 
charmed with her beauty, and the elegance 
of her manners, and congratulated his son, 
on his approaching happiness with so much 
merit and beauty. 

The writings were soon after drawn, and 
executed, to the satisfaction of all parties. 

Mrs. Wilson was almost wild with joy, 
at the approaching happiness of her amiabfe 
friend and benefactress. 
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No one was at the wedding, except Mr. 
and Mrs. Wilson, the earl and his sister, a 
widow lady who lived with him; and they 
were married in the parish church, amidst 
the grateful shouts of the poor and unfor- 
tunate cottagers, who had been relieved by 
her bounty. 

" On she came," 

" Grace was in all her steps, Heav'n in her eye, 
" In every gesture dignity and love." 

MILTON. 

To say she is happy, is too poor an ex- 
pression, she is adored by her husband and 
family ; she is beloved by the poor, and 
perfectly idolized by her servants and de- 
pendants. 

Thus was the lovely, the amiable Lady 
Bartlam, rewarded for her steady perse- 
verance, in those virtuous principles, which 
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are ati orA^tment to her sex, and which are 
too seldokii foiintl in this age of Viccj 
Luxury^ and Extravagance ! 

*• Let conquer'd beauty be the poet's spoil, 
** And woman, lovely woman crown his toil." 

ANOKT. 

Lord and Lady Derwent are blessed 
with several fine children, the boys promise 
to inherit the manly virtues of their father, 
and the girls, the merit and beauty of their 
lovely mother. Thus, 



«i 



Bles&ings ever wait on Virtuous Deeds, 
" And tho* a late — a sure Reward succeeds." 

CONGREVE. 



FINIS. 
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